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DEAL
BY
Mar k Al beri ci
EXT. NEVADA DESERT - N GHT

Driving 1-15 north through the dark and starry desert to
Laaaaaaaas Vegas:

DALE (O. S.)
So ny buddy in Detroit, Phil Roselli,
Who's the smartest guy | know -

MKE (O S.)
| thought | was the smartest guy you
know?

DALE (O.S.)
OK, Phil Roselli, the second snartest--

MKE (O S.)
Whadabout you? Don't you know you?

DALE (O S.)
Phil Roselli, the third--

MKE (O S.)
Y puttin' y'self first or second?

DALE (O.S.)
Second, a course..

| NT. CAR -

We can actually hear big, satisfying gulps fromthe J.D.
bottle in MKke's hand.

DALE
Anyway, Phil Roselli, after bunmn
"round for years an' years finally
decides to settle down--

M KE
Ch gawd!

DALE
--an' decides to go to | aw school .

M KE
OH GAVD! !
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DALE
During the sunmer he has to do a
summer internship in the public
defender's office. So one day he's
sittin'" in the courtroom |like a
spectator or sonethin', an sone
olll1r1rd, grizzly...y know ..old
bl ack guy is facing the judge. An'
t he judge goes, "Gk M. Funches-- by
the way sir, how do you spell your
| ast nane?"

(ol d black man's voi ce)
"Unhhhhhhhh. .. F. .. uuuuuuuuu. . . nnnnnn
...uh...F-u-n...f-u-n-c-h-e-s..."

An' the judge goes: "Wait sir, are
you telling us your nanme is Mﬁ
Funfunches, or M. Funches7 "Unhhhh
..M. Funches sir. "Gk M. Funches.
You say you went to traffic school.
When did you go to traffic school ?"
"Unhhhhhh--1 don'ts rightslys recalls

sir."™ "You can't renenber when you
went to traffic school ?" "Wl

|'ze believes it was the twelf S|r
"The tmelfth ... the twelfth ..

"Yes sir." "The twelfth of what nmonth
sir?"

Ri cardo and M ke burst out with giggles.

DALE ( CONT' D)

"Well | don'ts rightly knows sir,
but I knows it was the twelf." An'
Roselli lost it! He fuckin' |aughed

his fuckin' head off! He hadta run
outta the courtroom before the judge
could adnonish him... Ck. So this
ol d geezer goes to the confessional--

Rl CARDO
Bl ack guy?

DALE
No, white guy. This old, old guy
hobbl es inta the confessional and
says: "Father, last night | had
stinky, grimy, sweaty, filthy, raunchy
sex with an eighteen year old qgirl."
An' the father says: "Ch ny! Ok, do
10 Hail Marys an' you'll be absol ved
of your sin." An' the ol' guy goes:
"Father, | can't do that."
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DALE ( CONT' D)
"Why not?" "Because |I'm Jew sh."
An' the Father goes: "Then why
y'tellin" me?!'™ An' the old guy
goes: "Hell! I'mtellin" everybody!"

I NT. CAR - ENTERI NG VEGAS STRIP - N GHT
ELVI S BLASTS:

DALE/ M KE/ RI CARDO
...S0 Viva Las Vegas! Viva Las Vegas!
Vi vaaaaaaaa. . . Vi vaaaaaaa. . . Las

M KE
YEAH! !

He downs the rest of a liter of J.D. The tape is Dale's,
and it plays one song over and over again:

ELVI S/ DALE/ M KE/ RI CARDO
Bright light city gonna set ny soul
gonna set ny soul on fire! Cotta
whol e lotta noney that's ready to
burn so set those stakes up higher!

| NT. CAESARS PALACE MAI N CASI NO - $5 BLACK JACK TABLE - WEE
MORNI NG HOURS

The guys are at a full table, Mke at third base, as usual,
t hough he seens to be snoozing. As the dealer deals the
rest of the table listens, giggles:

DALE

So this farnmer has a brown cow an' a
white cow. An' he decides to get a
bull and stud himout. So he says
to his son: "Son, go out an' keep an
eye on the bull, an' if he fucks the
brown cow or the white cow, you run
back an' tell ne." An' the son goes:
"Ck," an' scanpers off.

Dal e passes on his 19 against a 5, and it's now Mke's turn,
but he's asl eep, his slobbery chin bobbin" on his chest.

PATRI CK THE DEALER
M ke?

DALE
M kel !
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M ke ki nda wakes up, nunbles sone gi bberi sh.

Dal e sees he's got a 20, so he takes Mke's |inp, sleepy
hand and waves the pass sign over the chips.

DALE
M ke passes Patri ck.

Patrick the deal er busts, pays the table and deal s anot her
hand from the shoe.

FI RST BASE
So the farner has the bull..

DALE
Yeah. So the son's out watchin' the
cows and in the neantinme the priest
conmes over for a visit. An' right
in the mddle of the tea, the son
conmes rushin' in and yells: "Pa!
Pa! The bull just fucked the white
com!" An' the priest |ooks al
shocked an' the farner takes his son
to the side an' says: "Son, son, the
priest is here an' we can't use that
ki nda | anguage 'round 'im Tell ya
what: instead of saying that, let's

say ...'surprise.’ If the bull fucks
a cow, you tell ne the bull
"surprised the cow." "Like a code

ri ght daddy?" "That's right son."

So the son goes out an a little while
| ater he cones racing back in. "Pa!
Pa! CGuess what happened!" An' the
priest turns to the boy, an' the
farmer turns to the boy, an' the
farmer says: "Did the bull surprise

t he brown cow now?"

"He sure did he FUCKED t he WHI TE one
again!!"

Once again the play has reached M ke:

PATRI CK THE DEALER
M ke?

M KE
PppppppPpPpPpPPassSsSsSSSSSSSSSS ...

Everyone | ooks at M ke's cards.

PATRI CK THE DEALER
You have 10 sir.



M KE
PppppppppasssSSSSSSSSsSS ...

PATRI CK THE DEALER
M ke, you have 10.

DALE/ TABLE
You got 10!'!

M KE
Pppppppppasssssssss ..

PATRI CK THE DEALER
|"mgiving you a card M ke.

Everyone | aughs as he does. Patrick busts, everyone cheers,
and Patrick starts paying. Dale junps up and high fives
everyone:

DALE
THE HAPPY TABLE!!

TABLE
THE HAPPY TABLE!!!

M ke FALLS off his chair then i mediately JUMPS up and faces
ever yone:

M KE
Whoa.

PATRI CK THE DEALER
| think Mke it's tine for you to go
to bed.

M ke turns to Dal e and Ri cardo:

M KE
l"msorry guy's | just gotta...
jus' gotta...

DALE/ RI CARDO
Go!  Co!

M KE
Can y' play w thout nme?

DALE
It's ok go, go ...

M ke collects his chips and bunps off a few sl ot machi nes as
he wanders to the room his precious J.D. firmin his greedy,
protective hand.
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FI RST BASE
Funny thing is, he was w nning.

DALE
Hal e! He's 500 up!

PI T BOSS
Five forty..

I NT. BINION S POKER ROOM - DAY

There they are, all the greats: Johnny "The Yell ow Scourge"
Chan. Brunson. Reese. At the last table of the No Limt
Hol d Em Worl d Series Chanpionship of Poker. TV canmeras zoom
in on every card, every bet. A huge crowd watches silently,
fearful of disturbing these great nmental athletes.

In the crowd the guys watch too. They watch Chan push a
mountain of chips in the pot. Brunson studies Chan. The
deal er has checked the bet:

DEALER
Si x hundr ed t housand.

Brunson | ooks at the pot. Then he pushes in $600, 000, plus
all the rest of his chips. The crowd audi bly gasps. Unger
tosses in his cards. QOhers fold. [It's now to Chan.

DEALER ( CONT' D)
Bunps it five hundred thousand.
He's all in.

Chan as usual |eans aggressively over the pot. H s face is
grim determned, all business. He pushes in half a mllion
bucks and calls. The crowd gasps again.

Chan shows. Brunson |ooks. Doesn't show. He tosses his
cards. Stands. Nods to Chan. To the dealer. And wal ks
away. To THUNDEROUS appl ause fromthe crowd. Brunson has
the style to turn and wave slightly to the crowd.

I NT. BINION' S BAR - LATER
The guys | ean agai nst the bar, stunned. M ke pushes hinself

off the rail, faces Dale and Ri cardo. He' s never been nore
serious in his life:

M KE
Sone. .. fuckin'...day...we're gonna
play in The Wrld Series of Fuckin

Poker !
| NT. CAESARS PALACE MAI N CASI NO - $5 TABLE - LATE N GHT

The pit boss hands M ke a marker for his signature.



PI T BOSS
That's your limt sir.

M KE
Yeah yeah | know | know.

The deal er pushes $1000 to him Dale and Ricardo stand behind
M ke at third. Huddl e:

RI CARDO
We really gotta get going if we're
gonna nmake wor K.

M KE
Whadanml gonna do? |'mdown two thou
an' can't cover. Y guys go. |'lI
call in sick, take the bus or

sonet hin'.
| NT. CAESARS $5 TABLE - AN HOUR LATER

The deal er pays M ke a couple of hundred bucks. R cardo
scoots up, nervous as hell, holds up his hands |ike, "well?"

DALE
He's doin' ok. Needs ' bout a thou
nore to get even

| nsert - Mke's hand: two 3s. He's |l et the bet ride, has
about $500 out there. The dealer shows a 5.

When the play conmes to M ke he pushes another $500 out for
the split. Dale and Ricardo gasp. The $5 table shuts up.

8 on the first 3. M ke pushes out another $500 for the
doubl e, cool as an olive in a martini. He takes a steady
drink. Players hold their glasses in md-drink. The pit
boss hovers over M ke.

4 on the 11 for a fucked 15. 7 on the other 3.

Everyone | ooks at Mke's chips. Only two black remain. He
| ooks back to Dale who is staring, stunned white.

Dal e hesitates just a nonent, then in a zonbie trance hands
over 3 bills. Mke pushes it out for the double. The dealer
changes the cash, stacks the 5 blacks next to the other,

then gives Mke a 3 for a fucked 13.

The deal er turns over an Ace: 6 or 16. 6...2...

Dal e and Ricardo watch in stunned terror--

...2...6 BUST.



DALE ( CONT' D)

The entire tabl e SCREAMS. Dal e dances his big, wobbly,
bl ubbery form around the table.

DALE ( CONT' D)
YES!! YES!! YES'! YESI!!!

TABLE
Wel |l done!! Way to go!!

M ke quietly and coolly turns to the pit boss:

M KE
|'"d like to take down ny markers
pl ease.

I NT. OFFI CE - MONDAY MORNI NG

Mke is the lowy 27 year old nmail boy at the evil
cosnodenoni ¢ of fice corporation, standing with his stupid
l[ittle mail cart at Dale's evil, cosnodenonic cubicle. Dale
is alowmy, puny clerk. Ricardo is the pitiful conputer
tech who's lived in Dilbertowe for 10 mllion years.

DALE
An' the amazing thing is we all won!

That NEVER happens!
JANET wal ks up.

M KE
Whooooooo000 are fuckin' youuuuuuuuu?

She was going to stop but now | ooks totally shocked and
baf fl ed and wanders past them

M KE ( CONT' D)
See t he ganpbobas on that one!

RI CARDO
That's Janet. Barbie's new secretary.
| installed her conputer today...
(yuk yuk)
Under her desk. ..

INT. MKE'S '71 VWVAN - N GHT

They're driving 405 south, R cardo in back, on the bed. He

| ooks at all the clothes hanging froma nmake-shift rack. He
| ooks at Mke's little piss jar, half full with piss sloshing
around. He |ooks at Mke's extra shoes near the piss jar.
It's Mke's tiny nobile hone.
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| NT. HOLLYWOOD PARK POKER ROOM - NI GHT
The guys play at different tables.

M ke: 3-6, 7 stud. Stacks of chips in front. He hauls in
anot her pot.

Ri cardo: 1-2, hold em Wo knows what he's doing?

Dale: 3-6, hold em Dale gets called, shows his hand. He
wat ches as the deal er pushes all the chips to another player,
agai n.

EXT. HOLLYWOOD PARK POKER PALACE - WEE MORNI NG HOURS

The guys nope to Mke's van.

DALE
.two. ..
M KE
That still |eaves your Vegas.
DALE
That's on top of ALL ny Vegas.
M KE
Fuuuuuuuuck. .. How d y' do?
Rl CARDO
| won
DALE
Y didn't wn.
Rl CARDO
well. ..
DALE

He didn't fuckin' wn! He does this
every fuckin' tine.

Rl CARDO
Well...l was w nning..

M KE
Ret ardo, y'got nore noney now than
when you cane, or y'got |ess?

DALE
He didn't win I'mtellin' ya he didn't
W n.

Rl CARDO

Less.
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10

M KE
How much | ess?

RI CARDO
" Hundr ed.

M KE

Then y'didn't fuckin' w n whadaya
tal kin' 'bout?!

DALE
He does this every fuckin tine ...
RI CARDO
| WAS wi nning but there was this
One guy- -
DALE
Jus' fugetit Retardo jus' fuckin
fugetit.
M KE
| won

DALE/ RI CARDO
You al ways w n!!

I NT. JANET' S COSMODEMONI C CUBI CLE - DAY

M KE

So, we're goin' ta Vegas this weekend.
JANET

You guys always go to Vegas.
M KE

Why don't you cone al ong?
JANET

Maybe.
M KE

Real | y?
JANET

Any other girls going up?
M KE

Maybe. . .
JANET

Wiy don't you have a girlfriend?
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M KE
Believe me, I'mtrying...Hey, y' know
what? | gotta van here with a bed

in back. On lunch hour y'wanna go
up, have a little J.D., get nessy?

JANET
Now | "m for sure not goin' to Vegas.

| NT. DALE' S TORMENTI NG CUBI CLE - DUSK

JANET
M ke asked ne to go to Vegas with
you guys.
DALE
G eat !
JANET
VWll...do you want nme to go?
DALE
O course! I'd love it!
JANET

You woul d?
| NT. DALE' S CUBI CLE - N GHT

Dal e and Janet talk quietly and intimately after hours. The
office is dark but for Dale's little |ight at his skinpy,
vile, sick cubicle.

| NT. HOLLYWOOD PARK POKER ROOM - NI GHT

M ke plays 5-10 hold em There's a king sitting on the fl op,
nohel p on 4th street.

A player bets $10. Ohers fold. Mke raises 10. Bettor
cal | s.

Ri ver: Kking.

Bettor | ooks to Mke. Checks. |Instantly Mke hurls in $10.
The sap calls. Mke turns over cowboys. The table ooohs,
aaaahs, whistles at his four of a kind. The bettor doesn't
even show.

M ke stacks the chips on an already high city of towers.
| NT. HOLLYWOOD PARK PCKER ROOM - PAY PHONES - NI GHT
DALE'S MACHI NE (O.S.)

...l eave a nessage or just send noney.
BEEEEEEP
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M KE
Where the fuck' r'you I'mat the
Park this is ny TH RD nessage if you
ficuses went to Vegas w thout ne
"1l kill ya!

I NT. JANET' S LI VI NG ROOM -
They sit on her couch. She shows hi m snapshots.

JANET
That's when | was 17. And..

DALE
. mmmmmTmmmmm . .

JANET
...that's nmy | ast boyfriend..

DALE
The guy who just dunped you?

She nods.

DALE ( CONT' D)
He' s got Popeye ar ns!

JANET
He's a drunmer.

I NT. JANET' S LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Dal e tosses and turns on Janet's couch with a pillow and
bl anket. This has never happened to hi m bef ore!

I NT. DALE' S VI NDI CTI VE CUBI CLE - DAY

M ke with his stupid little mail cart. Ricardo pants like a
hyena near by.

M KE
At HER pl ace?!

DALE
Yeah. But jus' on the couch. W
didn't do anything. Anyway, she's
comng to Vegas.

M KE
But now she's after you! How can
she take YOU over ME?!

Just then Janet wal ks up.
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M KE ( CONT' D)
How can you take H M over ME?!

JANET
I f you had one redeem ng quality
besi des your skin I m ght be
interested in you. But you have
none.

I NT. DALE' S CAR - ENTERI NG VEGAS STRIP - N GHT

ELVI S(O S.)/ DALE/ M KE/ RI CARDO' JANET
...even if there were 40 nore |
woul dn't stay a m nute away!!

| NT. CAESARS PALACE ROVAN TOAER ROOM - NI GHT

Janet dances naked in front of the big mrror in the roomto
a pop song. Despite being an office worker she's got a damn
hot fi gure.

| NT. MAIN CASINO - $5 TABLE -

M KE
Have y' poked her yet?

DALE
No.

M KE
Well where the fuck is she?!

DALE
She says to | eave her alone. She
wants to dance in front of the mrror.

M KE
VWhat ever. ..

He turns to a fairly attractive girl next to himwho they' ve
obvi ously already been flirting wth.

M KE ( CONT' D)
(Texas)
So Cat, you're from Texas. Y got
t har horses an' themthar cattle an'

ollIIl'l that? Cowpoke?

CAT
Suuuuuuuuure Pardner. Ol wells
t oo!!

M ke whi stles "The Yell ow Rose of Texas."
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CAT (CONT' D)
So what do you do cowpoke?

M KE
Oh, | work at a large nusic conpany
in LA I'"ma Vice President in the

A & R depart nent

.| sign the bands.

| NT. CAESARS ROVAN TONER ROOM - HALLWAY - NI GHT

Dal e, Ri cardo, Mke and Cat at the door.

CAT

Cat's conin', neow

DALE

My fuckin' key doesn't work.

M ke tries his card key.

Cat kisses M ke on the neck.

knocks.

DALE
Janet. ..

CAT

It doesn't work either.

( CONT' D)

Hey! Let's git sone FraU Angeli co!

Y' ever have FraU

M KE

My mammy's teets
Angel i co cowgi rl

Angel i co?!

fl owed
ERRER

with Fra
Il l

The door cracks. Dale whispers to Janet.

DALE
M ke's picked up

agirl.

JANET

(sl eepy)

No kidding. | can hear her.

She opens the door and they all pile in.

CAT

Cat's conmn' meow. . . Ch, we woke

y' up comgirli

M KE
Little filly.

CAT
Leeeetle filly!

14

He knocks.

Real |y sucks his blood. Dale
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| NT. CAESARS ROVAN TOWNER ROOM - LATER

The lights are off. Ricardo |lays on the couch. Janet and
Dal e share one double bed, acting like they're asleep, arm
inarm Cat sits on the edge of Mke's bed. He |ays next
to her. She sips sone Fra Angeli co.

M KE
(whi spers)
Cat believe ne y'can go | don't
want chya to do anything y'don't wanna
do...Ddn"tchya come here with sone
guy anyway?

CAT
Fuget'im He's just sone ol' guy, a
friend a ny dad.

M KE
well, like |I say, everything' s cool.
l"d love it if you stayed, but if
you think y' better go, ok, that's

cool .
CAT
WIIl you kiss nme?
M KE
VWhere? Just kiddin'. A course |'l

ki ss you.

M ke kisses Cat on the ears, then noves to her lips. Cat
leans into him then lays on him and they start nmaking out,
taking of f each other's clothes.

CAT
There's anot her thing.

M KE
What ?

CAT
Well, it mght hurt.

M KE
What ?

CAT

| had an abortion the other day.
Angl e: Janet and Dal e's eyes expl ode open W DE

M KE
Yeah. . ?

15
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CAT

VWell, that m ght bother sone guys.
M KE

Shiitiiiitit, I don't care...cowgirl.

Jus' so long it daren't hurts youuuuu.
ANGLE: Janet and Dal e gi ggl e.
ANGLE: Ricardo on the couch pokes his ears out of the blanket.

M ke and Cat start fucking, and Cat's a noaner, |ike those
girls in pornos.

M KE ( CONT' D)
Shi sh shi sh shi sh shi sh shi sh..

CAT
Mmmmmmmmmmohhhhhhhhhhhyeahhhhhhhhmm
nmmTmm . .

ANGLE: Janet npoans quietly to Dale, rubs her ass on his
di ck.

M KE
Shi shhhhhhhhh hon. . .y' ok?

CAT
You are totally hot an' don't tel
me nobody's ever told y'that before
nmmmmmmmmmmmmmmahhhhhhhhhyeahhhhhhh. .
ANGLE: Janet and Dal e fuck silently.

ANGLE: Ri cardo pokes his ears out of the bl anket, wondering
if what he thinks is going on is really going on.

EXT. CAESARS POOL - DAY

M ke | eaves Dal e, Janet and Ricardo to recover by the pool.
| NT. HALLWAY - DOOR -

It cracks open:

M KE
Where's your boyfriend?

Cat opens the door.

CAT
Ganbling. An' he ain't ny boyfriend.

They imedi ately kiss. Mke pulls down her top.
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CAT (CONT' D)
We better go to your room

| NT. CAESARS BACHANAL RESTAURANT - NI GHT

Everyone's dressed to the nines at this oasis of antiquity
spl endor recreating the anci ent Roman Enperor feasts. Veiled
virgins clink copper castanets by a babbling pool to harps
and flutes. 1In high, long, arcing streans a beautiful pourer
fills their goblets wth the nectar of Bachus hinself.

Anot her rubs Ricardo's head and neck, pressing her | uscious
breasts in the back of his head. She finishes, noves on to
M ke.

RI CARDO
Uh, excuse me, can | have anot her?

DALE
This is the closest he's cone to a
woman in 10 years!

M KE
An' he's marri ed!

JANET
You're marri ed?

DALE
He's been getting a divorce for the
| ast 10 years.

RI CARDO
| don't wanna tal k about it.

Cat plunks down her fork, doesn't try too hard to hide the
fact that she grabs M ke's dick under the table:

CAT
Y can stick a fork in nme 'cause | am
done!

| NT. CAESARS ROVAN TONER HALLWAY - THEY' RE ROOM - N GHT

DALE
My key still doesn't worKk!
M ke tries his.
M KE

| thought they fuckin' fixed this!

We'll go find a fuckin' phone..
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| NT. CAESARS ROVAN TOWER HALLWAY - THEY' RE ROOM - LATER
Ri cardo, Janet and Dale wait by the door.

DALE
Caesar jus' better conp us this is
ridi cul ous!

| NT. SERVI CE ELEVATOR ROOM -

Cat blows Mke as he lays against the wall. They stil
haven't found the phone.

EXT. CAESARS FRONT DRI VEWAY - NI GHT

M ke watches a cab chug away. Then he scanpers down the
si dewal k.

EXT. M RAGE -

M ke wal ks up the noving sidewal k as Seigfried and Roy talk
about their boring, drugged up tigers.

I NT. M RACE POKER ROOM - 5-10 HOLD EM TABLE -

M ke | ays down pocket jacks, making it three wwth the jack
on the flop. Players shrug. Agitate. The deal er pushes
the pot to Mke. He stands.

PLAYER
Leavin' al ready?

M KE
(shrugs)
Cotta see the white tigers "frolic
an' play."

| NT. CAESARS MAI N CASINO - $5 TABLE - NI GHT
M ke bounds up to Janet, Dale and Ricardo at the table.

M KE
Wel |l she's gone to the Al ano.

DALE
Di dj ya see the guy?

M KE
Jus' the back a "'im He actually
bunped his head on the cab when he
got inl ... | went to the Mrage.

DALE
That's where y' been!
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JANET
We t hought you guys were doin' it
one nore tinme under sone sl ot
machi nes.

M KE
(to whol e tabl e)
This is the great thing 'bout Vegas.
It doesn't hide it in stupid, fake
soci al conventions but says it right
out loud, loud an' clear, it's based
on two things, noney an' sex--

MARY THE DEALER
Nei t her of which | havelll

M KE
(in Dale's ear)
How ya doin'?
DALE
(in Mke's ear)
Hangi n' .

M KE
Looks like you' re down |ike 400.

DALE
More--1 went to the ATM How can |
lose on ny first trip with Janet?!

| NT. CAESARS SLOT MACHI NES - LATER
Cl andestine: Mke hands Dale a few bl ack chips.
DALE
Jus' don't tell Janet! Don't tel
anyone! !
| NT. CAESARS MEN S BATHROOM - LATER
Dal e, Mke and Ricardo at wurinals:

DALE
All. ..

M KE
Shit! Shit shit shit shit shit.

| dunno. Y' want sone nore?
DALE

(Wwaaaaay over anxious)
Can you spare it?!
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M KE
" m up.

I NT. THEY' RE ROOM - MORNI NG

M ke and Ricardo pack up. Dale enters. They |ook at
He pauses, then shakes his head.

M KE (whi spers)
157

DALE (whi spers)
The ATM cl eared at m dni ght.

M KE/ RI CARDO (whi spers)

18. ..
M KE

12 to ne.
DALE

"' m gonna work out a paynent schedul e.
M KE

Don't worry "bout it. | didn't say

it for that. | wish 1l jus' had

sonmet hing to show for my w nnings.

Shit.

Janet enters fromthe bathroom She | ooks at Dal e--

DALE
Back up to EVEN t hank gawwwwmd!
JANET LEAPS:
JANET
Yey! !l

M KE/ Rl CARDO
Unbel i evabl e! Way to go dude!

EXT. 10 FREEWAY - NI GHT
Dal e's car descends into LA

EXT. 15 NORTH - APPROACHI NG VEGAS STRIP - N GHT

hi m

ELVI S/ DALE/ JANET/ M KE/ LI SA/ RI CARDO

(G S)
...there's black jack and poker and
the roulette wheel...

20
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| NT. BALLYS MAI N SHOW ROOM - NI GHT

Everyone's dressed to the nines in the center prino booth.
The regul ar gang's joined now by LISA, Mke's new girlfriend,
and anot her couple, MARCI A and MARCUS BLUVBERG

DALE
(leans to table)
That's his wife and Paul Anka in the
next booth! Everyone thinks we're

sonebody.

MARCI A BLUVBERG
How d you get these seats, anyway?

M KE
Susan, at work. She told emI'ma
vice president in finance.

LI SA
It's so neat to see you outside the
office! | didn't even know you were

marri ed!
The lights dim The band hits "Cone Fly Wth M."

ANNOUNCER (O S.)
Ladi es and Gentlenman, Ms...ter..
Frank...Sinatral!!

SINATRA (O S.)
"Cone fly with nme cone..."

Mar cus Bl unberg stands and shoves his fist in the air like a
Yankee fan:

MARCUS BLUMBERG
Yo we | ove you Frankeeeeee!!!!

Al'l the guys sink under the table..
| NT. CAESARS BACHANAL RESTAURANT - NI GHT
Everyone EXCEPT for Marcia and Marcus Bl unberg is there:

JANET
| was so enbarrassed.

A wine pourer fills Dale's glass. He's clearly sloshed.
Anot her just finishes massagi ng Ri cardo' s neck.

LI SA
Peopl e from New York are just nore
courageous. Men in LA are cowards.
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M KE
Even ne?

RI CARDO
(to w ne
pour er/ masseuse)
In alittle while may | have anot her?

Dal e | eans i nto Janet, sl obbers all over her:

DALE
"' m gonna' take you up to the room
and fuck the shit outta you!

Caesar and Cl eopatra cone up to the table:

CAESAR
| Caesar wel cone you to ny
Bacchanal i an Feast!

DALE
Are you two nmarried?

CAESAR/ CLECPATRA
W ARE but not to each other!

They | augh mani acally and shake their little pinkies.
| NT. CAESARS BACHANAL RESTAURANT - LATER

They're all leaving. Dale's drunker than shit and wavi ng
wildly to everyone:

DALE
Goodbye Mario the Waiter! Goodbye
Tanya the Wne Pourer! Goodbye Caesar
t he Enperor! Goodbye Victor the Bus
Boy! Good- - AHHHHHH!

BING BOOM SPHLATTT! Dale in front of the entire
restaurant tumbles down a flight of stairs.

I NT. THEI R ROOM - BATHROOM - LATER

Dal e' s bl ubbery belly hangs over his BVDs. He tries to hug
Janet who's still in her eveni ng gown.

JANET
LET...MeE... GO !!

She shoves hi mdown on the floor and storns out of the room
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| NT. BATHROOM - LATER

M ke charges in. Dale's still sitting on the floor
drunk Buddha in his underwear.
M KE
There you are!
DALE
(bawl i ng)
Janet |eft ne!
M KE
VWhy ?!
DALE
Cause |'m a drunken sl obberin' |oser
f ool !
M KE
So. ..

He rushes out. Rushes back in with a pipe.

M KE ( CONT' D)
| got sonme pot. It'll make you fee
better.

DALE
| don't want any pot!

M KE
You need it! (Fires up) Jus' tel
her you're not used to drinkin'.
It's the truth even! They keep
pourin' the wine and you're jus' not
used to it.

DALE
She spent $50 on her hair...an' she
wore her best dress...

M KE
Her e- -

DALE
| never even snoked pot...

M KE
| know. It probably won't work.
But it mght.

Dale tries the pipe.

like a
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| NT. CAESARS MAI N CASINO - $5 TABLE - NI GHT

An uproarious table. A lady by the nanme of ESTHER YANK pl ays
first. The dealer busts. The whole table high fives each

ot her .

DALE

A m ddl e aged man sits down neekly next to Esther.

ESTHER
VWhat's YOUR nane?!!

FRANK
Uh, Frank...

ESTHER

Are you FUN Frank?!!!
AS THE DEALER PAYS AND DEALS:

DALE
So this happened to ny buddy Darryl
Thonmpson when he was a student at
USC. There was an early norning
class and Darryl was standin' with a
friend of his at sone roach coach or
food stand or sonethin', right?
They' re both accounting students,
ki nda dul |, bespectacl ed guys, ok?
So Darryl's standin' there with his
buddy. He's got a cup of coffee in
one hand, a donut in the other. An'
he's talkin'" with his buddy, talkin',
talkin'. Suddenly the buddy w thout
war ni ng | ashes out and knocks the
donut out of Darryl's hand. So
wi t hout thinking, just as a reaction,
Darryl tosses all his coffee in the
buddy's face. And the buddy starts
crying. And the buddy's sobbin',
and he takes off his glasses and
w pes them and through his sobs he
says: "There was a bee on your donut."

The deal er busts again.

DALE ( CONT' D)
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TABLE

Frank quietly slips away after he collects his noney.

ESTHER
Byyyyyyyye Frank. .
TABLE
Byyyyyyyye Frank. .
M KE
Hey first base what's your nane?!
ESTHER
Est her Yank!!
DALE
Ch that's gotta be short for
sonet hi ng!
ESTHER
Yankovi ch! |'m Jew sh!
M KE
You wear it well!!
ESTHER
AHHHHHH! ! Y' guys gotta neet ny
daught er s!
M KE
W're therel Wait! W' ve got wonen
right here!!
DALE

It's so rare we forgot about 'em
DALE LEANS OVER TO M KE:

DALE ( CONT' D)
You're doing terrific!

M KE
|...have...not...lost a hand this
entire shoe.

Est her points across the pit to a dreary table:
ESTHER

Look! ! Frank found a whol e table
full of deadbeats!!!!
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INT. MKE S BOSS' OFFI CE - DAY

M KE
|"mquitting.
BCSS
Why ?
M KE
Way shouldn't 17
BCSS
Did you get another job?
M KE
Nope. |I'mnoving to Vegas to be a

pr of essi onal ganbl er.

BOSS
Are you sure you want to do this?

M KE
| ' m encour aged by. ..

| NT. EL COVPADRE MEXI CAN RESTAURANT - NI GHT
M ke, Lisa, Dale, Janet, Ri cardo:

M KE
...last weekend...

LI SA

(crying)
One big win doesn't nmean anyt hi ng!

M KE
|"ve been on a roll for nonths.
Y all admt I'ma great player.
Even dealers tell nme. (To Lisa) An'
it's anti-winp. A New Yorker would
doit. It's what |'ve always aspired
to. |'mnot gonna be an old fart
crying "what m ghta been.”

EXT. DALE' S FRONT DOOR - LATE NI GHT

Dal e opens the door to find little R cardo sul king there
wi th a bag.

RI CARDO
Joani e ki cked ne out.

DALE
An' y'think y'can nove in here?

26



DEAL 27

Rl CARDO
"1l pay rent.

INT. DALE' S HOUSE - 3 A M

A ringing phone attacks every corner of the house with it's
naggy, whiney caw. Finally the answering machi ne picks up
as Dal e nopes out of his bedroom and Ricardo, and their
other roommate, and they all converge on the phone in the
kit chen.

JOANI E
(phone, O S.)
Li sten you fucker! You fucker fuckin
fucker! You're not gettin' any noney

you losin' fuckin'" fucker fuck! [|I'm
gonna sue your fuckin' ass you fuckin
asshole! [|'ve got an attorney you

fuckin' fuckin' fucker..!

DALE' S RI CH DOCTOR ROOM MATE
This has gotta stop...

| NT. CAESARS MAI N CASI NO - $5 TABLE - DAY

M ke at third | oses the hand. The deal er scoops up his chips.
He's cleaned out. He slowy stands, nods once to the dealer,
then crawls away |i ke the | oser he is.

INT. MKE S MOTEL ROOM - NI GHT

M ke works quietly at a small, spotlighted desk, entering
figures in his ganbling | edger.

| NSERT - | edger page: Mke wites -220. 1In the colum there
are far nore negative entries than positive. The last entry
in the running total colum is -1840.

| NT. FLAM NGO CASI NO - $5 TABLE - DAY

M ke sits at a dull table in a quiet casino on a m dweek
day, learning the nost predom nant characteristic about the
pr of essi on of ganbling: boredom

EXT. LAS VEGAS STRIP - N GHT

M ke nopes al ong the enpty sidewal k under all the Iights on
this dull m d-week night.

| NT. COLLEGE BAR - NI GHT

M ke hits on a girl at the bar. She quietly--and nost
definitely--ditches him
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EXT. LAS VEGAS STRIP - I N FRONT OF | MPERI AL PALACE - N GHT

M ke nopes again along the enpty Strip. At the driveway a
girl driving is looking the other way for traffic and pl ows
right into Mke. He bounces up on the hood, then rolls over
and tunbles to the ground.

The girl stares at him nmute and stunned stiff. He junps
up:

M KE
"M OKI!  Don't worry 'bout it!
Story of my fuckin' night!!
EXT. DALE'S CAR - ENTERING STRIP - N GHT

ELVI S/ DALE/ JANET/ Rl CARDO
(CS)
...a fortune won and | ost on every
deal ...

| NT. CAESARS MAI N CASINO - $5 TABLE - N GHT

The regul ar gang reunited at a dull table. The only one
with chips in front of himis Mke. The deal er busts.

M KE
(quietly)
...the happy table...
M ke and Dal e high five their pinkies drearily.
| NT. CAESARS ROVAN TONAER ROOM - THEI R ROOM -
Janet dances naked in front of a mrror.

I NT. CAESARS CAFE ROMA - 4 A M
DALE, RI CARDO, M KE:

DALE

Stop looking at ne |ike that!
Rl CARDO

Well. ..
DALE

You haven't paid rent in nonths!

Y think I"mgonna | end you nore
nmoney?! Wiy can't you try w nning
for a change?! Wn the fuckin' rent
you owe ne.

Rl CARDO
|"ve got a new theory--
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DALE

Don't tell nel! That's an order.
M KE

How rmuch y' down?
DALE

8.
M KE

VWhat ? Now YOU RE | ookin' at ne!
DALE

vell. ..
M KE

Aw geeeeeese. |I'mdown. This is

the first tinme |'ve been up in weeks!

DALE
We bring you luck. Y should show
your gratitude.

M KE
But I'mway down overall! | lost a
third of ny bank the first week.
Now |I'm just treadin' down a
waterfall.

DALE
Yeah, but you're in Vegas, livin
the dream ..

M KE
Vegas SUCKS! Of strip, it just
sucks! It's dead. Md-week, it's
jus' dead. Livin' here sucks. It's

only fun to stay on weekends in
hotels. Be a fuckin' tourist. An'
y' know what ? Ganbling's actually
boring. It's boring. |It's hours of
Bor edom sparked with a few seconds
of excitenent!

DALE
Ceeeeeese, | never thought 1'd hear
YOQU say that!

M KE
Maybe if | was winnin', it'd be

different. Fuckin' showgirls,
throwing bills all over the clubs..
But if you don't got dough, it's one
m ser abl e pl ace.
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M ke places 5 blacks on the table near Dale's second hel ping
of fries.

M KE ( CONT' D)
VWhat's that: 2700 total ?

DALE NODS. RE RI CARDO

DALE
Lookit '"im Now he's gonna hover
over ne like a vulture waiting for
me t'w n!

| NT. CAESARS JEWELRY SHOP - N GHT

DALE
VWhat about that one?
SALES LADY
That is $625.
DALE
And t hat ?
SALES LADY
750.
DALE

Let's cut to the chase. What's your
| east expensive?

| NT. CAESARS SLOTS - NI CGHT
Janet pulls the handle. Thud. Dale shoves in 3 nore coins.

JANET
Forget it hon. This is never gonna
hit.

She pulls the handl e--JACKPOT. Dollar coins clank! d ank
Clank! In the tin well.

JANET ( CONT' D)
ITHT ITHT Y PPEEEEE! !

For a brief second Janet |ooks around to see who's watchi ng
and that's when Dal e shoves his hand in the coins. Janet
gleefully grabs fistfuls of coins and throws themin the

cup.
Then she |l ooks in the cup. Her nouth falls.

JANET ( CONT' D)
Look what's in herel!l
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She fishes out a little dianond ring. Dale falls to his
knees.

DALE
Janet, this is a double jackpot. |
| ove you with all of ny heart. |If
you wi Il spend the rest of your life
with me, | would be the |uckiest guy

in the world. WII you marry nme?
| NT. CAESARS MAIN CASINO - $5 TABLE - NI GHT

Dal e and Janet find Mke and Ricardo at a tabl e.

JANET
LOOK! I'!
She shows her ring.
DALE
EVERYBODY!! It's the nost

unbel i evabl e jackpot in the world
but this |ady has agreed to marry
nme! !

The whol e tabl e except M ke and R cardo WAHOOOOOO I'!  So do
pit bosses, the dealers, calling them by nane because they're
there so often. M ke whispers to Dal e:

M KE ( hi ssi ng)
| can't believe you used the noney I

lent you to buy a ring! It was for
ganbl i ng!

Rl CARDO
| really wouldn't advise marriage
y' guys. ..

IN. LA COURTROOM - DAY

JOANI E
He is evil! He's cruel! He's a
| oser! He's dull an' stupid an'
| azy an' boring an' horrible an'
cruel an' stupid and what's nore
he's awful in bed jus' awful the
t hought of that little hairy body
all over ne nmakes ne want to puke |
can't stand the sight of himhe's
put me through hell ny life's a living
torture hell and he snells an' he--
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JUDGE
Ma'am .. ma'am .. he's bei ng kicked
out of his house because he can't
afford the rent. |s there sone way
we can work out sone living
arrangenent so that he has a roof
over his head until we reach a
resolution of the disposition of
your house and ot her assets?

Joani e takes a long |l ook to her side to R cardo quivering
like a nouse at the other table. She emts a |ong, sorrowf ul,
tearful sigh

JOANI E
Well...mybe we can give it one nore

try. ..
I NT. BI NI ONS POKER ROOM - NI GHT

M ke in the mddle of a huge crowd agai n watches the fi nal
table of the Wirld Series fromthe |oser sidelines.

| NT. POKER TABLE - NI GHT

M ke tosses in the last of his chips. A player quickly calls.
They show.

DEALER
Jacks full.

The deal er pushes the chips away from M ke. The guy next to
hi mjust shakes his head. Mke nmunbles to him

M KE
Got it on the river..

M ke craw s away, the |oser he is..
| NT. CAESARS $5 TABLE - DAY

Two spoiled frat-type guys yuk it up and bet thousands and
win while Mke places his |ast inpotent $5 out there.

He gets an 11, but can't even double he's so broke. He hits.
6. O course.

The dealer turns over a 19, takes Mke's |ast 5 bucks, pays
the frat jerks a coupla thou on their 20s. M ke could
strangle themw th barbed wre.

EXT. LAS VEGAS BLVD. - QUTSKIRTS OF VEGAS NI GHT

M ke's van pulls over. He stunbles out. He's so wasted he
can barely stand.
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He downs the rest of a jug of J.D., heaves it back at Vegas,
falls back in his van and heads back to LA

I NT. EVIL COSMODEMONI C FI LE ROOM DAY (| NTERCUT)

M ke gets up fromthe denonic file drawers and answers the
Di | bert phone.

DALE
How s the new j ob?

M KE
Sucks little diseased test mce up
your asshole. ..

DALE
Vi va.

M KE
No | ack.

DALE

| got sone for ya...
EXT. LAS VEGAS STRIP - N GHT

ELVI S/ DALE/ JANET/ M KE/ Rl CARDO
(G0 S)
...even if there were 40 nore..

| NT. CAESARS CAFE ROVA 5 A M
Janet st ands.

M KE
Gonna dance in front of the mrror
agai n?

JANET

" mgoing to sl eep.
(to Dal e)
What are you doi ng?

DALE
| gotta try...don'tchya think?

JANET
Jus' win, ok?

She | eaves. M ke takes a big forkful of burrito, grinaces.

M KE
What chya gonna play w th?!
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DALE
Y sure y'got nuttin?
M KE
Zip. This burrito tastes weird.
DALE
And you?
RI CARDO
Snoke.
DALE
Well...l can go to the ATM
M KE/ Rl CARDO
Real | y?!'!

DALE
There's nothin' in it, but the nachi ne
doesn't know that. Sone checks
haven't cl eared yet.

They all think about that awhile. M ke takes another forkful
of burrito.

M KE
It's what a true ganbler would do...

They all think about that too...

M KE ( CONT' D)
Man this burrito tastes weird!

Dale tries a forkful and instantly his face expl odes and he
gags and hacks, tears pour down his cheeks.

M KE ( CONT' D)
Fuck what is it?!!

DALE
pai n)
Hack hack it's horseradi sh whewwww !

M ke tries the sour cream

M KE
They gave ne horseradi sh i nstead of
sour creanl Shit |I'mso wasted |
didn't even notice!

DALE
My nose is burnin' off ny fuckin
face!
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| NT. CAESARS CASI NO - ATM MACHI NE -

Dal e punches a few buttons as M ke and Ri cardo breat he down
hi s neck.

M KE
Unf ucki n' bel i evabl el

Dal e holds up 3 bills.
| NT. CAESARS MAI N CASI NO - $5 TABLE - DAY

Dal e stands as the deal er scoops up the last of his chips.

DEALER
Sorry Dal e, no happy table today.
M KE
| gotta drink comn'.
DALE
| don't even gotta dollar for the
wai t ress!
M KE

Y gotta dollar?

RI CARDO
Snoke.

As they | eave, drinkless.

M KE
Fuuuuck, think this is rock bottonf

| NT. CAESARS PUBLI C PHONES -

Dal e on the phone. MKke and Ricardo sit away at the sl ot
machi nes.

DALE
Yeah |'ve |earned ny | esson! Jus
don't tell Dad whatever you do ok..?
Yeah...m, ma, it was stupid, | know
it's not gonna...ok, yeah, jus' be
sure it's the Bank of
Anerica. .. They're open on Sundays!
|"m positive! Jus' don't tell Dad!

| NT. PEPE' S SUPER MARKET - SUNDAY - DAY

Believe it or not there's a little stand there that serves
as a B of A branch, and it's open on Sundays. The clerk

| ooks at Dale. Dale grins, nervous as hell. The stupid
clerk looks at Dale's ID. The clerk |ooks at Dal e.
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EXT. PEPE' S PARKING LOT - DALE'S CAR - DAY

Dale plops in the car. Mke and Ricardo peer at himlike
puppi es at a Thanksgi ving tabl e.

M KE
Y got it. | can tell.

DALE
|'ve never borrowed frommnmy nom
before. And certainly not for

GAMBLI NG
M KE
So now...y'got 800 on ya...
Dal e pauses...looks back at M ke and Ricardo...thinks..
DALE
No way! It's coverin' the rent check
No way!

| NT. CAESARS MAI N CASI NO - DAY

The guys parade through all the beautiful ganbling action of
the main pits.

DALE
It's my nom s noney for fuck's sake!

| NT. ELEVATOR -

They all glumy ride the elevator as an inbecilic, YOUNG
nerdy coupl e gi bber mani acally about the great win they just
had of 80 | ousy bucks.

| NT. THEI R ROOM -
The guys enter to find Janet packing.
M KE
Janet! You mssed it! It was
unbel i evable! He won it all back!

JANET
Ch t hank gawwwwwwwd. . 11!

EXT. VEGAS STRIP - N GHT
ELVI S/ DALE/ JANET/ M KE/ RI CARDO

(G S)
.l wouldn't stay a m nute away...
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| NT. CAESARS CASI NO - PUBLI C PHONES - N GHT

DALE
Oh man Dad you're a lifesaver jus'
don't tell nmomok |I'mtoo ashaned!

| NT. DALE' S CAR - DAY
Driving from Pepe's super market.

DALE
I"mlower than a fuckin' slug.

M KE
| know, y'never borra'd from your
dad before.

DALE
| asked for an extra 3 an' he gave
it thinkin" it's all goin" for rent.

M KE
Ri ght on dude! Smart thinking!

| NT. CAESARS MAI N CASI NO - DAY
Wadi ng through pits:

DALE
Ok, this is what I'mthinkin'.
wanta give you sone. Y want it?

M KE
VWhat's the deal ?

DALE
What ever you win, we split. | figure
it mght be better to spread the
ri sk around.

M KE
VWat if | | ose?

DALE
Un..nothing. It's a risk |I'mtaking,
but a benefit too, y' know, |ike a

stock fund vs. just puttin' all your
nmoney in one stock.

RI CARDO
What about ne?

DALE
| only got enough for two.
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M KE
| can't let y'eat a loss. |'ll deduct
it fromyour debt.
DALE
VWll, that's not fair either.
M KE
Ok, deduct HALF from the debt. [ ' m

gonna wi n anyway don't worry 'bout
it I can feel it.

| NT. CAESARS MAI N CASI NO - $5 TABLE - DAY

Dale's got an 11 against the dealer's 5. But no nore chips.
He | ooks at Mke's pile, but he's got a double too and not
enough to cover. Ricardo can only sit on their shoul ders

i ke a pigeon.

DALE
(to Ricardo)
You really got nothing?

RI CARDO
Snoke.

He | ooks to M ke.

DALE
| know. Y gotta double.

M KE
Shit | gotta double for |ess!

Dal e sighs, slowy extracts his wallet and takes out 3 bills.

M KE ( CONT' D)
It's the right play.

DALE
This is noney | can't touch.

But he lays the cash down and the dealer drops it in the
box. Dale puts $250 next to the original, then gets a 9 for
a total of 20.

M ke doubles for I|ess..

DEALER
Doubling for |ess!

...and gets a 10.

The dealer turns over a 6 for an 11. Dale's eyes sink.
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.2...they brighten...3...they wi den even nore...5: 21.
The deal er whi sks away Dale's can't |ose dough. 'Then he has
to shuffle.

HUDDLE
M KE
Well, now y mght as well put it al
at risk. Y can't cover the check
anyway.
DALE

No shit Einstein! Can y'fuckin
bel i eve the 5?

Rl CARDO
Maybe if you spread the risk around
alittle nore.

DALE
Even he's losin'!

M KE
| can't get anything but stiffs.
Look, the fact of the matter is we're
playin' with desperate dough. If we
had a bi g enough bank, like 5 or 10
thou, none a this would be a problem

DALE
I f y'haven't noticed we don't got 5
or 10 thou. (Rhetorically) Wy
can't you be w nning?

A line of dealers are wal ki ng by and one--Benny--suddenly
junps over to them

BENNY
Dale! Mke! R cardo! Howre ya
doin'?
QUYS
oh. .. okayyyyyy. ..
BENNY

Too bad. Hey Esther gave ne a nessage
to give yal!

QJYS
Est her ?

BENNY
Est her Yank!
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QJYS
Est her Yank?!

BENNY
She said she really wants you to
meet her daughters. They were gonna
be here first week a Novenber

DALE/ M KE
It's Decenber.
BENNY
Yeah, too bad huh?
M KE
Di dj ya see the daughters?
BENNY
Babe city out the wazoo!
M KE
Ch GREAT!
DALE

| can't believe...that was like in
May we saw her

BENNY
Hey see y'guys |ater cone over to ny
table y'gotta tell ne the brown cow
j oke again | can't 'nmenber how it

goes.
QUYS

Bye. Bye. Bye Benny.
M KE

Are y'gonna put the rest at risk?
DALE

VWhat else can | do? I'min this

deep. ..

SERI ES OF VERY FAST SHOTS, AS FAST AS THE MONEY VANl SHES -
$5 TABLE -

1) A stiff hand, 13 against dealer's 10.
2) Players' chips being scooped up.

3) Mke drinking J.D. heavy, dropping a buck on the waitress
tray for another.

4) Dal e shaking his head.
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5) A double down gets a 5.
| NT. BENNY'S TABLE -

DALE
(yawn) _
He sure did he fucked the white one
again. ..

No one | aughs. Well, Benny the Dealer gives a polite chuckle
‘cause it was his damm request in the first place.
BENNY
...yeah...uh...l '"nmenber it as

funnier...

DALE
The jokes get funnier when the cards
get better.

Now t he tabl e | aughs!
| NT. CAESARS MAI N CASI NO - $5 TABLE -
Dealer's card: 5. Turns over a 2. 2, 2, Ace, Ace, 3, 5=21.

M ke and Dale's jaws fall to the chipless felt in front of
their |oser, nopey, pal ooka faces.

I NT. THEI R ROOM - LATER

Janet was packing but Dal e makes her stop and sit on the
pl ush couch

DALE
Y still got that jackpot y' hit?
JANET
" mnot giving you any nore to ganbl e.
DALE
Uh, y'know the rent check |I sent
Thur sday?
M KE
It's all ny fault Janet! You can
hate ME but not HM | made 'imdo
it! | made 'm1 made 'mtake noney
outta the machi ne agai nst the check
an' - -
JANET

You what ?!!!
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M KE
It's not his fault! It's ny fault
tell her R cardo y'were there!

Ri cardo munbl es...sonething. Obviously a supporting argunent
for Mke's, but the specific contentions are vague.

M KE ( CONT' D)

See! It's not his fault! I'mtellin
yal
JANET
How much are we short?
DALE
All. Do you still got the jackpot?
JANET

O course. But | was gonna buy a
dress. Maybe a new m crowave. ..

M KE
|'ll buy you a dress, when | get
sone dough! It's all ny--

JANET
Don't nake nme | augh you despicabl e
dr unk!

M KE

But with good skin..

DALE
He does have good skin. Y gotta
give 'imthat.

Janet actually cracks a sad grin.

| NT. DALE' S EVIL COSMODEMONI C CUBI CLE - MONTHS LATER - DAY
Months later fromthe |ast scene, but YEARS since the guys
first started going to Vegas and | osing together, years of

preci ous, irrecoverable youth wasted in satanic office
corporation conpanies. Dale hands M ke cash.

DALE
Bi g day!

M KE
| gotta say |I'mvery amazed at you
you stuck toit. [|I'mvery proud a

you.
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DALE
Y' gonna take me out ta dinner with
t hat ?

M KE

Can't--gotta help ny sister nove
toni ght an' the whole weekend. |[|'I|
be stuck with her the whole fuckin
weekend if y'can believe it.

Janet wal ks up.

JANET
It's weird seeing you back here.

How s t he new j ob.

M KE
Why even ask such stupid questions
y' know | hate every job ever devised
my man on the face of the earth!

| NT. BANK - LATER
The teller counts out about a grand to M ke.
INT. MKE S VAN - N GHT

M ke drives up the dark highway, happy as a nonkey, guzzling
his J.D.

INT. MKE S VAN - ON LAS VEGAS STRIP - N GHT

M ke turns left into Caesars Pal ace.

| NT. CAESARS MAI N CASINO - $5 TABLE - NI GHT

M ke downs his drink just as the waitress brings another.

If only his drinks were chips! The deal er swoops up anot her
pile of blacks. Mke |eans over to the pit boss.

M KE
I'"d |i ke anot her marker pl ease.

PI T BOSS
sorry M ke, you've reached your
t. The conputer won't let ne.

' m
[im
M ke ponders that glumy for a while. He |looks at his flaccid
| ast fewreds. He gets up, leaving themat his spot:

M KE
(to deal er)
"1l be right back
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| NT. CAESARS CASI NO HOST' S OFFI CE -

CASI NO HOST
But sir, your limt is your own self

inposed limt. |It's what you told
us not to go above.

M KE
Vell, let's jus' say | want to
increase ny self-inposed limt, at
| east just for this one tine.

CASI NO HOST
That woul d take anot her revi ew of
your financial records, a couple of
days at | east--

M KE
Well it's just tenporary, just this
one tine...

The casi no host sighs. She studies her conputer screen.

CASI NO HOST
We don't make tenporary limts..

M KE
But y'can see |'ve been a | oyal
custoner for a long tinme and | believe
| have a good record..

CASI NO HOST
Yes, a spotless record...Ck sir, we
can advance you $1000 toni ght, and
"1l put in a request to raise your
l[imt by a thousand.

M KE
Ch great! Thanks!

CASI NO HOST
It will be a few days until the
i ncrease goes through permanently.
| NT. CAESARS MAI N CASI NO - SAME $5 TABLE - LATER

Clearly, Mke's last bet. Two sad little red chips. He
hits his 16 agai nst the 10.

Busts with a 10, but he knew it all along! He stunbles out
of his chair, bunps al ong, passing the cage.

| NT. CAESARS GARAGE -

M ke stunbl es along to his van.
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EXT. FLAM

M ke's dunpy van turns not south but NORTH up the 15.

tears. He even wants to cry, but can't force it out!

| NT. VAN -
M ke guzzl
H s headl i

M KE
(rmuttering)
Stupid fuck! Stupid idiot! Stupid
losin' idiot fuck!

NGO RD. NI GHT

15 NORTH - LATER

45

es J.D. and curses hinself. He's on the verge of

ghts illumnate the road sign:
"SALT LAKE CI TY"
"475 M LES"

EXT. GAS STATI OV TRUCK STOP - LATER

M ke's van pulls up and parks between two sem s.

EXT. GAS STATI OV TRUCK STCOP - SUNRI SE

A beautiful pale sunrise on a clear, chilly desert norning.

| NT. VAN -

M ke | ays

in the bed in back, thinking. It's obvious he's

been thinking for awhile.

I NT. TRUCK STOP - PAY PHONE - MORNI NG

M KE
Hey. It's Mke. Hey, I'msick man.
| don't think | can cone in.

BGSS
(phone, O S.)
If you're in Vegas you're fired!

M KE
I"'msick! I'mreally sick! I'"mall
sweaty and feel like | wanta throw
up!

BOSS

(phone, O S.)
You jus' better be.
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Cur -

Cur -

SAME PHONE -

DALE
(phone, O S.)
| can't believe you first lied to ne
about your sister and then actually
went to Vegas w t hout ne!

M KE
Is that all you can say?! |I'min
the crisis of ny life and that's al
y' can say?! | went psycho |ast night!

|"mactually 'bout 200 mles NORTH a
Vegas- -

DALE
(phone, O S.)

NORTH?!

M KE
YEAH |'mat sone truck stop in the
m ddl e of Nevada sonewhere, | don't
even know where! Y shoul da seen ne
[ ast night, drivin', | got it in ny

fucked head ny life was over an'

was jus' gonna chuck it all and

vani sh, abandon ny sisters,
everything, jus' vanish, nove to
Reno or somewhere and be a bus boy
or sonething until | got enough to
buy back in an' jus' be an anonynous
ganbler on the run from Caesars till
| could pay 'em back or sonet hing!

DALE

(phone, O S.)
Geeeeesus. ..

M KE

So that's where I'"'mat but |'"mcomn
back to LA So, y'got nothin'?

DALE
(phone, O S.)
Nothin'. | just paid you everything
| had. ..
SAME PHONE -
M KE

Yeah, who's this?

HARRY (phone, O S.)
Harry in the cage.
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M KE
Yeah, Harry, listen. This weekend I
t ook out sonme markers an'...|'m gonna
have a hard tinme payin' "emoff right
now. . .

HARRY
| see. How much are the markers
for, sir?

M KE

Three thousand...
Harry actually can't stifle a qui ck CHORTLE SNORT- -

HARRY
Well, | thought you were talking
real noney! Wen do you think you
can pay this (nocking)
three...thousand...doll...ars..?

INT. RICARDO S LITTLE CAR - UP 15 - N GHT
Ricardo drives grimy in the bl ackened car.

JUDGE (O . S.)
600 dollars...600 dollars...600
dol |l ars. ..

FLASHBACK - -
A gavel clacks down on the bench.

JUDGE (CONT' D)
| hereby order defendant to pay
plaintiff 600 dollars, or 60% of
each pay check, whichever is greater
Based on the evidence of the bank
and casino records from Las Vegas, |
have deci ded that paynment w il be
made via automatic deposit arranged
wi th defendant's enpl oyer and
plaintiff's bank...

Shot of the evil bitch Joanie smrking her nousy smrk at
Ri cardo who's WEEPI NG at the defendant's table.

| NT. CAESARS MAI N CASINO - $5 TABLE - N GHT
Sonmething's weird here: there's towers of chips in front of

Ri cardo. Even HE | ooks shocked. He hauls in another big
W n, stacks it on the towers.
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I NT. SLOTS OF FUN HOT DOG STAND - N GHT

Ri cardo munches one of their world fanous--ok, they're only
| ocal ly fanobus--foot |ong, 25 cent hot dogs. He finishes,
wipes his little cheery satisfied face.

Meanders over to the black jack table..
I NT. SLOTS OF FUN BLACK JACK TABLE - LATER

Ri cardo's col |l ected MORE stacks of chips |ike Mnopoly hotels.
He hauls in yet another big w n.

PI' T BOSS
(offering card)
Woul d you m nd supplying us with
your name and address sir?

Rl CARDO
(terrified!)
Way! | nean...uh, what for?

PI T BOSS
To put you on our VIP list sir.

That way we can send you information on special tournanments
we' re having, open up a line of credit, give you speci al
rates.

Ri cardo's chest SWELLS with the alien feeling of pride. But
his hand still trenbles as he fills out the card.

| NT. CAESARS MAI N CASI NO - ROULETTE TABLE - LATER
Bi ng Boop Blat the ball falls on 17.

DEALER
17!  Nunber's 17! Pay the w nnahhhhhs!

To Ricardo's shock a deal er pushes a stack of chips to his
35 to 1 bet on 17.

| NT. CAESARS MAI N CASI NO - CRAPS TABLE - LATER
Ri cardo watches a table full of hollerers and whoopers.

TABLE
8! 8! 8! 8 the hard way! Doubl e 4s!

Ri cardo sumons all his courage and throws a black on the
t abl e.

DEALER
VWhat's that fer player?!
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Ri cardo munbl es sonet hi ng.

DEALER ( CONT' D)
WHAT?!

RI CARDO
8 the hard way!

DEALER
Hard way down!

TABLE
8888888888 88..1MI1

Shooter hurls the dice right in front of Ricardo. The table
ERUPTS! - -

DEALER
El GHT! ElI GHT THE HARD WAY! Ei ght
ei ght pay the cone slay the don't
cone. Eight hard...eight hard..

I NT. GLITTER GULTCH STRI P JO NT - LATER

Ri cardo gets a table dance from a gorgeous babe. He's shy,
can barely grin like the sick letch weirdo he is. He
nervously slips cash in her G string.
I NT. RICARDO S CAR - PARKI NG LOT - N GHT
Ri cardo gl eefully counts | oads of Franklins.
I NT. RICARDO S CAR - SOUTH ON 15 - NEVADA BCORDER
Ri cardo spots the big Prim Donna casino sign
"25 CENT HOT DOGS! ™
| NT. PRI MA DONNA CASI NO - HOT DOG COUNTER -

Rl CARDO
I"d |i ke one of your 25 cent hot
dogs pl ease.

HOT DOG COUNTER OPERATOR
Can y'wait a sec we're jus' cleaning
t he machi ne.

RI CARDO ( CONT' D)
Yeah. .. ok. ..

Ri cardo wanders around the casino. Sees a $2 table. Well,
what the fuck. He throws out a coupla bucks. The deal er
changes it, places the two gray chips on the spot, then deals.
Ri cardo gets an 11 against a 5.
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Doubl e.

He gets a fucked 4. Dealer: 5, 5, 4, 2, 4=20. He whisks
away Ricardo's big 4 bucks.

Ri cardo bets $5. The dealer lets the cash play. Ricardo
gets a 12 against a 10. He hits. 10. Bust. The deal er slans
his 5 bucks down the slot.

Ri cardo throws a 20 on the spot.

DEALER
Money plays sir?

RI CARDO
Yeah, ok.

The deal er deals hima hard 17 against an 8. O course the
deal er has a fuckin' 18 and whi sks away Ri cardo's 20.

Ricardo sits. (HE SITS!') He buys in for $100.
JUMP CUTS:

1) Ricardo's 14 against a 10. He hits, gets an 8 to bust.
The deal er grabs his chi ps.

2) Ricardo places another bet.

3) The deal er scoops up his chips.

4) R cardo buys in again.

5) Ricardo buys in once again!

6) Hours later, R cardo gazes at the 25 cent hot dog counter.
There's now a |line of people nerrily chonping delicious 25
cent hot dogs.

7) The deal er scoops up another bet, slanms the chips in his
tray.

8) Ricardo takes out his wallet. He extracts his last $100.

H's last Franklin. He lays it on the table. Through the
gl ass doors he can see the sun has risen to nock and ridicule
himwth the Iife giving light of norning.

| NT. PRI MA DONNA $5 TABLE - SHORTLY LATER

The deal er scoops up the last of R cardo's noney. Ricardo
stands. Zonbielike, he wanders to the hot dog counter.
Pulls out coins fromhis pocket. Fingers through the pieces
of netal --he doesn't even have the 2 bits any nore for the
fuckin' hot dog!
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He stunbl es out the doors.
| NT. BACHANAL - NI GHT

DALE
Not tonight Shari, sorry. We're
cel ebrating our 6 nonth weddi ng
anni versary.

SHARI THE MASSEUSE/ W NE POURER
Congr at ul ati ons.

Dal e toasts Janet.

DALE ( CONT' D)
To 6 nonths of bliss | never knew
was possible...

| NT. CAESARS MAI N CASI NO $5 TABLE - NI GHT

DALE
Di dj ya hear 'bout the guy who stayed
up all night trying to figure out
how to get rich, an' he thought and

thought all night till it finally
dawned on him

He hits his 12 and busts. Janet hides her eyes.
| NT. CAESARS PUBLI C PHONES - NI GHT

DALE
(on phone)
Ch man | owe you Paul you're a
lifesaver jus' don't tell ma or
pop or sis | really owe you...yeah
besides that, an' this, | owe you ny
life..!

| NT. CAESARS SLOT MACHI NES - N GHT

DALE
Here it isl!

JANET
Yeah. ..

DALE

Qur rmachi ne. .

He plunks 3 dollars in their slot machine and pulls the
handl e. THUD.

DALE ( CONT' D)
Well...unlucky at--
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He stares

JANET
Dal e?

DALE
Yessssss ny | ove ny dear | ove on our
6 nmont h weddi ng anni versary at our
very own | ove nachine. .

JANET
" m di vorcing you.
at her.
JANET ( CONT' D)
|"mnot joking. |[|'ve nmet soneone
else. An'...I'"mleaving you...and..

moving in with him

DALE
Hm.? Wo..? Hn?! Wat do you
mean Hi MP!

JANET
See! You don't even know |'ve
been seeing himfor 3 nonths.

DALE
3 nont hs?! \Wat do you nean "seeing
hi m'?

JANET
Yes. W' ve been sl eeping together.

DALE
Sl eepi ng together?! Like on separate
couches- -

JANET
Fucki ng! Fucking Dale! W do it so
much I"mnervanically sore! W do
it everywhere. In his jacuzzi. In
hi s studi o.

DALE
Hs studio..?
JANET
He's a nmusician. A drummer. Listen,
| gotta go. | gotta plane to catch
DALE

A pl ane?! To go back to hinf!
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JANET
Yeah. You'll get the papers
del i vered.

DALE

Why di dj ya even cone up here?!

JANET
| thought if you won for once--

DALE
Qur marriage rests on the turn of a
card?!

JANET
Your whole life rests on the turn of
a card! You lost. Again. | can't
fuck you anynore. | can't even stand

t he thought of your |oser dick inside
me, shooting ne with your |oser sperm
"' m goi ng home to C audi o--

DALE
C audi 0?!

JANET
--an' suck his beautiful, fantastic
long penis till it's dry as this
fuckin' desert. | love sucking his
penis. | love it when he pounds ny
pussy with it. Even when he pounds
my ass. |'mgonna have hi m pound ne
all night tonight. 1'm so happy.

Gawd what a relief! Bye. You'l
get the papers.

I NT. THEI R CALAM TOUS CUBI CLES - DAY (| NTERCUT)

DALE (on phone)
Well, it's over. The divorce went
t hrough. Can you believe the divorce
t ook | onger than our fuckin' marriage?

M KE (on phone)
Does that nean you don't have any
nmoney for ne?

DALE
Are you ki ddi ng?!

I NT. RI CARDO S/ JOANI E' S HOUSE - DAY

The phone rings. R cardo instantly goes to answer
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JOANI E
Don't you DARE answer that phone you
| oser fucker slineball!

Ring...ring.

PHONE MACHI NE
(Joani e's voi ce)
If this is a call for that fucker
Ri cardo, FUCK YOU. (sweet) However,
if you're calling for poor, suffering
Joan, please | eave a nessage.

CLERK' S VA CE
This is All Anerican collection
services. Your VISA, Master Charge,
Bul | ocks, Union 76, Mbil Gas,
Aneri can Express and Sears charge
accounts have been turned over to us
for...

DI SSOLVE TO
| NT. DALE' S HOUSE - MORNI NG
Dale listens to his machi ne:

CLERK' S VA CE
...collection. You are hereby
instructed to destroy your VISA and
Ameri can Express charge cards and
make full paynent...

Dal e wanders out his door, briefcase in hand:

CLERK' S VO CE (machi ne) (CONT' D)
...on both accounts today or | egal
action wll be comenced...

EXT. DALE S HOUSE - MORNI NG

Dal e stunbl es down the stairs, pulling out his keys. He
stops at the curb. Looks at the curb. He |ooks to his left.
He | ooks to his right.

| NT. DALE S HOUSE -
Dal e rushes in:

DALE' S PHONE MACHI NE
(his roommate's voice) If you're a
woman (Dal e's voice) or you have
nmoney, (both voices) or both, don't
be shy, COVE Rl GHT OVER!

( MORE)
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DALE' S PHONE MACHI NE ( CONT' D)
O herwise, if you really have to,
| eave a nessage. BEEEEEEP

CLERK' S VA CE
This is Tip-Toe Financiers. |If you're
wondering where your car i s deadbeat
we' ve repossessed it because you're
3 nont hs del i nquent on your account
and you have not returned numerous
calls to rectify..

INT. MKE S VAN - DRI VI NG - PREDAWN

MKE (O S.)
| jus' asked you for dough!

DALE (O.S.)
They' ve repossessed ny fuckin' car!

MKE (O S.)
| f only that chink hadn't gotten
that Jack on the river..

DALE (O S.)
Fuckin' river card killed ne. ..
MKE (O S.)
Sorry dude. 1've got 50 bucks to ny

name an' only half a tank a gas.
M ke TEARS down the 10 freeway.

Suddenly his little VWnotor EXPLODES. Snoke fills the back
and rushes into the cab in thick, gray, billow puffs.

M ke qui ckly opens his w ndow and pulls off to the side. He
spots a towering UNION 76 GAS STATION sign off the side of
10. He chugs al ong the breakdown | ane, |inps down the exit,
turns the corner and rolls into the gas station.

An old, spiritless attendant was squeegeeing a W ndshield at
the punps. He spots the flanes flickering out of Mke's
van:

ATTENDANT

The poor guy instantly drops the squeegee on the car and
grabs the bucket of squeegee water.
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| NT. VAN

M ke scranbl es around the snoky back of the van, throw ng
all his clothes, a book, and half a Big Mac in a clothes
hanper basket. He |eaps out of the van.

M KE
My van's on fire!

ATTENDANT
No shit Shirley!!

The attendant flings open the back and hurls the squeegee
wat er on the notor.

M KE
Think it wll explode?!
ATTENDANT
Yew got that new non-flamuabl e gas,
ri ght?!
They hear sirens.
Two fire trucks screamup to the van. |Instantly fire nen

junp off, grab hoses and ELOOD t he van. The van rocks back
and forth fromall the pumeling of the water.

EXT. 76 GAS STATION - DAY

M ke signs a form hands it to a fireman. The fireman boards
his truck and runbles off.

The whol e back end of his van is bl ackened, the paint's
curdled off. Stray snoke drifts fromthe exposed, charred
nmotor. Water pours fromevery crack and hole in the body
and creates a stream et down to the street. M ke holds al
hi s bel ongings in the open clothing hanper basket. He turns
to the attendant:

M KE
Vell, | guess you're pretty handy
wth cars. Y wanta buy it?
ATTENDANT
Y can't leave it here. |If ny boss
shows up, |I'm dead neat.

EXT. MOBI L STATION - LATER
M ke hol ds his clothing hanper and pitches a nechani c:

M KE
100 bucks | can let it go for.
( MORE)
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M KE ( CONT' D)
The notor's a little burned, but
you' re probably real good with cars.

EXT. CHEVRON STATI ON - PAY W NDOW - LATER

M KE
50 bucks | guess woul d be good.

CASHI ER
(I'ndian, fromIndia)
| know not hi ng about cars.

I NT. AM PM - LATER

M ke stands in the mddle holding his clothing hanper basket.
Wor ki ng nmen, nechanics, that type, nope around getting coffee,
donuts, shit |ike that before work.

M KE
(shout s)
Anybody who's adept at car repair
got a great deal a '71 VWvan that
just caught fire! W saved nost of
it! It's right over there at the 76
station! I'll let it go for 25 bucks!

EXT. 76 STATION - MORN NG
M ke nopes back up carrying his clothing hanper basket.

ATTENDANT
Y sell it?

M ke shakes his head. The attendant hands hi m a busi ness
card.

EXT. 76 STATION - LATER

Now the van is on a flat bed tow truck. "Sals Salvage."
M ke signs a form
SAL
| usually charge 18 bucks for a tow.
M KE
The transm ssion's still good! The

tires alone are worth, what, 25?2

SAL
Maybe. Jus' send the pink slip when
y'git honme. Goooooo | uck.
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Sal clinbs in his truck and | umbers off the |ot. M ke wat ches
wistfully as his old van and only hone | eaves his life
f or ever.

M ke nopes to the attendant's greasy office and grabs his
cl ot hi ng basket. The attendant nunches on a donut.

M KE
VWhere's the nearest bus station?

ATTENDANT
Ri ver si de. 10 m | es.

M KE
10 fuckin' mles..?

The attendant points to the donut shop next door:

ATTENDANT
| think that's Pedro's car. He
delivers donuts to Riverside every
nor ni ng.

I NT. PEDRO S RI CKETY, OLD, DRAFTY CAR - DRI VING 10 FW¥ -
MORNI NG

M KE

So, you like snuck over the border?
PEDRO

Si. Over R o Gande.
M KE

Vell, I"mcurious, jus', y'know, for

intell ectual purposes, but what
attracted you to this country?

PEDRO
| make 5 dollar hour here! Look!
| have a car! | gonna put rahdio
init! No one have that in Mhico..

| NT. PEDRO S CAR - AT RI VERSI DE BUS STATI ON - DAY
M KE
| don't have nuch noney at all
but will a coupla bucks--

PEDRO
No no pl ease M key.

M ke offers a few bucks.
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M KE
No, please. You went outta your
way.

PEDRO

No. Please. | happy to do it.
M ke pockets his cash.

M KE
Well man, that's awfully big a ya.
| hope Anerica's good to you. | w sh
you all the best in Anerica.

PEDRO
Thanks M key. Eet a great country.
Have yourself better | uck.

I NT. RI'VERSI DE BUS STATI ON - TI CKET W NDOW -

TI CKET AGENT
48 dollars round trip.

M ke takes out his noney. He hands over 50. That |eaves 3
measly bucks in his hand.

EXT. RI CARDO S/JOANI E'S HOUSE - DAY

Sheriffs scoot in and out, palaver on the dry grass, guard
the door. Joanie and Ricardo face a grimnman in a smart
suit and tie.

BANK REP
Only the structure and land is now
the property of the bank. Al your
bel ongi ngs inside are by | aw
rightfully yours. But we've given
you 3 nonths, it's already the second
week of the 4th nonth, to vacate
We don't like to do this. Believe
me. But you | eave us no ot her choi ce.

Joani e yanks Ri cardo asi de:
JOANI E

This is all your fault you fuckin'
fucker fuck!

RI CARDO
| f you woul d've signed the divorce
agr eenent - -

JOANI E

DON T tal k back to ne!
( MORE)
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JOANI E ( CONT' D)
Grab the sewing nmachine. That's the
nost inportant thing. Take it to ny
sister's. And you better just not
get in an accident you fuckin' fucker
fuck if that sewi ng nmachi ne's danaged
in any way |'m gonna have Dad
personal ly kill you you fuckin
fucker fuck!

EXT. LAS VEGAS BUS STATI ON - LATE AFTERNOON
A bus turns into the downtown bus station.
| NT. LAS VEGAS BUS STATI ON LOCKERS - -

M ke jans his clothing hanper basket in a |ocker, slans hone
the door, drops a quarter in and takes the key.

I NT. LAS VEGAS CI TY BUS - LATER

M ke boards.
M KE
How nuch?
BUS DRI VER
One fifteen.

M ke takes out his puny 3 bucks, feeds one in the slot, feels
around his pocket for the coins.

EXT. CAESARS - NI GHT
M ke wal ks up the long driveway al ong the fountains.

| NT. CAESARS CAGE - N GHT

M KE
(writing)

|'"d like to cash a check pl ease.
CASHI ER

For how much sir?
M KE

Two thousand. | think that's ny

l[imt. Is it higher?

CASHI ER
Let me check.

She spins his check book around, gets the nanme and checks
her conputer.
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CASHI ER ( CONT' D)
Un we're not allowed to cash checks
for you anynore, sir.

M KE
Whadaya nean? |'mon the VIP |ine.
CASHI ER
Yes. But it says now "cash only
play." If you want to talk to a

casi no host--
| NT. CAESARS CASI NO HOST' S OFFI CE - NI GHT
The casino host turns from her conputer:

CASI NO HOST
Apparently you had sone trouble
payi ng of f sone nmarkers--

M KE
But | paid 'em An' that was like a
year an a half ago!

She si ghs.

CASI NO HOST
Let nme call your bank.

She takes M ke's checkbook, dials. M ke just dunbly watches
her, a lug, knowing this ain't going to work.

CASI NO HOST ( CONT' D)
Good evening this is Cybil Danning
with the cashier cage at Caesars
Pal ace in Las Vegas. | need to verify
a bal ance... 01346 85270.

The casi no host watches Mke. She half smles. Then her
smle falls . . . She | ooks neanly at him

CASI NO HOST (to phone)
Thank you very nuch.

She hangs up.
CASI NO HOST ( CONT' D)
Your average account bal ance for the
last 12 nonths is less than 10
dollars. \What are you trying to
pul | ?
EXT. CAESARS - NI GHT

M ke scoots the fuck out of there, down the sidewal k.
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EXT. SLOTS OF FUN - LATER

M ke nopes up, passing happy, |aughing, fun |oving, young,
gorgeous, having | oads of fun people.

| NT. SLOTS OF FUN HOT DOG STAND -

M ke forces down one of their 25 cent foot |ong hot dogs.
EXT. DOMNTOM LAS VEGAS - LATER

M ke chugs past pawn shops and check cashi ng offi ces.

| NT. LAS VEGAS BUS STATION - N GHT

M ke checks the schedule for the next bus to LA. He |eaves.
EXT. BI NI ONS -

M ke enters. Big sign: "50 cent Hei neken!"

Bl GGER SI GN:
"Bi ni ons Horseshoe Wl cones the
G eatest Poker Players in the Wrld!
Bi ni ons Hor seshoe Wbrl d Seri es of
Poker!"

| NT. BI NI ONS BAR -

M ke pays 50 cents for a beer. Quzzles it. Next to himan
old runpled | oser wavers over a whiskey:

LOSER
(rmuttering)
CGotta play big now ..gotta play big
now. . .

I NT. DALE' S HOUSE - KITCHEN - NI GHT

H's roomnmate wears doctor's white; a stethoscope hangs around
hi s neck.

DALE' S ROOMVATE
Man am | beat. Here. Here's ny rent.

He hands over a check.

DALE
Hey...um..things are a little--

DALE' S ROOMVATE
Don't even ask. |'mnot |ending you
any nore noney. We've tal ked about
this.
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DALE
But - -

DALE' S ROOVWATE
Dal e!

He turns to go to bed. Turns back:

DALE' S ROOMVATE ( CONT' D)
You' re gonna make your rent, right?

DALE
Ch yeah! | got that covered! Al
the bills are covered. Barely. |
just need a little to get by till ny
next pay check.

DALE' S ROOMVATE
What ' bout ny deal ?

DALE
| don't ganble for a year and you'l
l end me, what $40007?

DALE' S ROOMVATE
W didn't say a figure.

DALE
"1l think 'bout it.

H s roommat e wanders away.

DALE' S ROOMVATE
(munbl i ng)
...gotta crash...been in energency
si nce yesterday. ..

After his rich doctor roommate is gone Dale sits alone in
the kitchen, fingering the check. There's a knock at the
door. Dale opens it to find Ricardo.

DALE
Y' got noney for ne?

RI CARDO
The police kicked us out today.

DALE
Y' got noney for ne?

RI CARDO
Snoke.
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DALE
| guess you wanna stay here. It'l]
cost you four thousand doll ars.

Rl CARDO
Can | owe it to you?

DALE

(whi spering, hissing)
| don't got anything for rent!
They' re gonna shut off the water and
phone 'cause | haven't paid the
fuckin' bills in three fuckin nonths!
An' ny mllionaire roommate doesn't
even know yet! You got that! | owe
my mom ny dad, ny sister, ny brother,
nmy ex-wife and my roomate! And
t hey repossessed ny car!

Rl CARDO
| got 12 dollars and 23 cents. An'
| got paid this week.

EXT. LA BUS STATI ON - DOMTOM - N GHT

For sone ungodly reason the LA bus station is situated in
one of the worst areas of town, the heart of skid row

M ke conmes out, carrying his clothing hanper basket. He stops

a nonent anong the nmutts and scoundrels of skid row to get
his bearings. Then he chugs up 7th Ave.

EXT. 7TH AVE - N GHT

M ke struts all big chested along the deserted street. He
shifts the clothing hanper basket to his other arm

He passes three beat black guys sharing a stogy in a beat
doorway. They glance at him then | ook away.

He crosses a street. A small fire flickers in the m ddle of
the street. Just a fire, nothing else.

M ke stops, holds out his palm |It's starting to rain.
EXT. SKI D ROW STREETS - N GHT

M ke chugs along in a thunder storm A raspberry (hooker
who' || fuck for crack) stands in a doorway out of the rain.

EXT. BROADWAY - NI GHT

The street's vacant. Finally a bus arrives and M ke clinbs
in, fishing out his | ast buck.
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| NT. DALE' S HOUSE - FRONT DOOR - N GHT
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Dal e opens the door to find Mke, holding his clothing hanper

basket, soaked |i ke an catfi sh.

M KE
My van expl oded and burned down.
|"ve got nowhere else to go. Al ny
clothes burned. | don't even have
under wear

DALE
Geeeeessssss.

M KE
yeah .

DALE/ RI CARDO
Vi va.

M KE
| got 17 cents.

DALE
We got you cover ed.

I NT. RICARDO S CAR - DAWN

They cross the Nevada state line while Elvis sings ALONE on

t he stereo.

| NT. CAESARS MAIN PIT - $5 TABLE - DAY

M ke and Dal e play. R cardo's already cleaned out and can

only watch fromthe side.

DALE
So an American, a Russian and an
| sraeli are standing in line and a
guy conmes up and says, "Excuse ne,
is this the line for the neat?" And
the American goes: "What's a |ine?"
And the Russian goes: "Wat's neat ?"
And the Israeli goes: "Wat's excuse
me?"

The deal er whi sks away their bets.

EXT. VEGAS PAWN SHOP - DAY

They get out of R cardo's car, head for the trunk:
DALE

VWhat the fuck am | gonna do?!
( MORE)
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DALE ( CONT' D)
| lost his rent check!! | lost his
fuckin' rent checkl!!!
As they heft Joanie's sewing machine, which is still init's
box, out of the trunk:
M KE
Vll...it wasn't all you. W |ost
it too.
DALE

That' s gonna make hi

better! "Yeah Steve-

blame TH S Tl ME t he

m feel so nuch
Ol'"'mnot all to
guys got twos on

their double downs too see |I'mgetting

MJUCH better!"
They carry the sew ng nmachi ne

M KE
There's still hope!

DALE

into the pawn shop.

Yeah the big one can hit LA an'

everyone | owe w ||
| NT. PAWN SHOP -
OWNER

di e!

Sorry man, don't even want it.

Rl CARDO
But it's brand new.
even been opened.

OMNER
Sorry.

RI CARDO
It's an overl ocker.

The box hasn't

The best nmchi ne

made. Look at the receipt--$800.

The guy | ooks at the receipt,

OWNER
Sorry. W don't do

EXT. PAWN SHOP -

hands it back to Ri cardo.

sew ng machi nes.

As they carry the machine back to the car:

M KE

VWhat's an overl ocker?
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RI CARDO
| don't know. Sone special machine.
She's gonna open a seanstress business
W th her sister.

DALE
Not any nore she ain't!!

EXT. SECOND PAWN SHOP - LATER
The guys heft the sewi ng machi ne inside..
| NT. SECOND PAVWN SHOP -
OMNNER

W do jewelry, art, guns. W don't

do sewi ng nachi nes.
EXT. SECOND PAVWN SHOP -
The guys lug the fucking sewi ng nmachi ne back to the car.
EXT. TH RD PAWN SHOP -

They lug the sewi ng machi ne inside.

I NT. THI RD PAWN SHOP -

OMNNER
What am | gonna do with a sew ng
machi ne?

M KE

[t's worth 800 bucks! It's brand
new, never been outta the box!
AND. ..it's an overl ocker.

The owner sighs:

OMNNER
40 bucks.

M KE
40 BUCKS?! It's worth 800! Look at
t he receipt!

OMNNER
Yeah, | seen the receipt. Aw geeeese
y' guys. .. 45.

M KE
45?1 ... 50!

OMNNER

45's best | can do.
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QUYS
.ok. ..

| NT. CAESARS MAIN PIT - $5 TABLE - LATER

Ri cardo buys in for 45 bucks.

M KE
Y sure you wouldn't want ne to play
i nst ead?
Rl CARDO
It's ny sewing nmachine an' |'m
pl ayi ng.

Ri cardo puts out $5. Deal. He hits. Busts.

Anot her
his 20.

Anot her

$5 bet. Deal. Ricardo hits. Hits. Hits.

| NT. CAESARS CAFE ROVA - LATER

The guys chow down.

M ke chonps a big chopstick pile of his kung pao chicken:

M KE (sarcastic)
At | east we got a conped neal!

DALE
Thanks to ne.

Rl CARDO
Ni ne hands in a row. ..Joanie's gonna
kill me...

M KE
Fuck Joani e!

DALE
This has gotta stop. W have got to
stay away from Vegas for awhile.
|'"m serious. W have got to stay
away.

Rl CARDO
But | nust conme back. They have ny
sewi ng nachi ne.

DALE
Way in the fuck do we put oursel ves
through this shit?!
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$5 bet. Deal. Ricardo stays. The dealer wins with
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M KE
Well, y' know Dale, 1've given this
sone thought. | don't know how re
y'gonna take this, but I think it's
because we can't accept our |ives as
bei ng nmedi ocre. They nust fl ourish!
They nust be speci al!

DALE
| love it! Wiy'd you think I woul dn't
| ove that ?!

M KE

"Cause it's a little too deep. Too
much in your face truth.

They think about it awhile, chonping their food with big
noi sy chonps.

M KE ( CONT' D)
An' you may ask--a | a Tal ki ng Heads- -
"and you may ask yoursel f"--(back to
normal )--OK, if we can't accept shit,
Dilbert lives, then why didn't we
beconme doctors? W're certainly
smart enough. Fuck, | was a National
Merit Schol arship finalist! Top
point 5 percent in the fuckin' nation.
| finished high school with, if you
can believe it, a 4.5 average--
straight A pluses four years running.

DALE
Yeah, fine, y'have to keep sayin' it
tell it to the pit boss maybe he'l
I et you play on your 4.5 average.

M KE
| never tell people! It makes the
fall that nuch greater! An'" y'know
what?! | was also all-Ieague foot bal
and basebal |'!

DALE
| got a 4.0...

M KE

| laugh at your 4.0. Your 4.0 is Pee
Wee Herman an' ny 4.5 is John Fuckin
Hol nes!

DALE
My 4.0 is NOT Pee We Her man! At
| east Ron Jereny or sonething.
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M KE
What ever. OK. Ron Jereny. Maybe even
better, but |I don't know any nore
porno stars. You're the porno addict
you wei rdo.

They eat quietly. Mke pats Dale's nonstrous gut.

M KE ( CONT' D)
Any sports? The marathon? Maybe
hi gh di ving? Ha ha ha!

| was thin then. But no sports.
| was in the drama group

M KE

That's nmy point! Wy didn't we go
into nmedicine, or politics, try to
hel p society at |large with good

| egi sl ati on, becone priests--NO, |
guess not priests. You could go on
st age, neke people laugh, bring a
little joy into their m serable
Dilbert lives.

DALE
Vll...l guess a guy's gotta choose,
suburbs or like y'say, flourish. |
admre the guy who wears the Super
Bow ring. | despise the guy who
goes to an office every day.

M KE (| aughi ng)
Li ke us!

EXT. RICARDO S CAR - 15 SQUTH - DAY
It pulls off at the sign: "Barstow Next 4 Exits."
EXT. B OF A VERSATELLER MACHI NE - BARSTOWN B OF A - DAY
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Ri cardo tears his check from his checkbook, gives it to Dale.

Dal e punches a few nunbers, inserts the envel ope with
Ri cardo' s check, waits, punches a few nore keys.

DALE
Fuck! It'Il only give nme 200 bucks.
Sonme checks nust've al ready gone

t hr ough.
He grabs the 200 bucks, then his card.
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DALE ( CONT' D)
(to Ricardo)
"1l wite you a bad check

As he scribbles a check, R cardo inserts his card and punches
keys.

RI CARDO
It'1l only give nme a hundred.

DALE
We'll take it!

EXT. NEVADA STATE LINE - 15 FWY. - DAY

Ricardo's little car once again crosses into Nevada.
| NT. CAESARS MAIN PIT - $5 TABLE - DAY

As they sit:

M KE
Y' guys sure you don't wanta let ne
play with jus' the whole 300?

DALE
WI1l you shut up even you're |osing!

They buy in. Lay bets. Play the first hand, hitting,
passi ng, whatever. The dealer busts. They all settle in.

WAl TRESS
Anyone care for a drink?

M KE
Surrrrrrrre...J.D., two cubes of
i ce.

The play has cone to M ke again. He passes. Dealer busts,
pays everyone.

The guys all bunp their bets to $25. Deal. Ricardo stays.
Dal e splits Aces. Cets two 10s. M ke doubl es, gets a 10.
The deal er turns over a soft 17, pays everyone.

M ke and Dal e | eave $50 out, Ricardo, $25, as Mke's drink
arrives. He tips her a silver dollar. Ricardo hits, stays.
Dal e and M ke stay on 20s. The dealer turns over a 5 on his
10, busts, pays everyone..

| NT. SAME TABLE - LATER

The deal er busts. Dale junps up, high fives the table.
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DALE
THE HAPPY TABLE!

TABLE
THE HAPPY TABLE!!

| NT. SAME TABLE - LATER

Dal e doubl es on an 11, gets a 10. Mke at third al so doubles
an 11, gets a 10. They're betting bl acks.

And the deal er busts. The guys all nod to each other.
| NT. SAME TABLE - LATER

Ri cardo and dal e have nade their plays, are still in. Mke
doubl es, gets a 10 on his 10.

The dealer turns over a 5 on his 6, gets a 10, takes
everyone's dough. He has to shuffle.

M ke signals for a conference; they huddl e near sone sl ot
machi nes.

M KE
W' ve established our superior
intelligence and the table's cool ed.
The smart thing to do is wal k wi nners.
The tabl e's gone way sout h.

DALE
What' re we gonna do?! We need John
Hol nes dough, not Pee We Her man!

RI CARDO
| can get ny sew ng nachi ne.
M KE/ DALE
Fuck your sew ng nmachi ne!!
DALE
| need 4 thou jus' to break even in
[ifel!
M KE

So...the Wrld Series is goin on.
| say we enter a satellite.

DALE
That's DOA! Those are the best players
in the world!

M KE
Don't get cowardly on ne.
( MORE)
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M KE ( CONT' D)
W' ve dropped a thou back so from a
high we're sittin' on a thousand.
We're gonna lose it all back at Bl ack
Jack, right? W all agree?

DALE/ RI CARDO
(noddi ng)
Probably...seens likely...

M KE
Let's shift the battle front. Hit
"emquick with sonme aerial black
jack. Change up on 'em-bring in
t he ground forces.

DALE
Wiy don't we just go over to the
M rage?

M KE

We're not gonna get John Hol mes dough
in a 5-10 gane at the Mrage. Tine
for the heavy artillery.

RI CARDO
But those are the best players in
the world. ..

M KE
So are we!

DALE

What in the fuck ever led you to
bel i eve that ?!

M KE
vell | am

DALE
What makes you think you' re the one
playing? | think | should play.

RI CARDO
| think | should play!

M KE
Now y' guys are just talkin' Swahili.
It's obvious I'mthe one who should
be playin'.

DALE
Noooooooooo, it's obvious |I'mthe
one who shoul d be pl aying.
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Rl CARDO
| think |I should play.

M KE
Uh, y'guys, when | formulated this
suggestion | assuned |--

DALE
You assuned wrong.

| NT. CAESARS CAGE -

M KE
Pack a cards pl ease.

The cashi er hands over the old cards with the hol es punched
t hrough that they give to tourists.

| NT. CASI NO - CLOSED BLACK JACK TABLE -

M ke spreads the cards all over the felt. The guys | ook at
each ot her.

M KE
' mgoin' |ast!

DALE
Aw fuck 1'1l go.

He takes a jack of spades.

DALE ( CONT' D)
Beat fuckin' that!

Ri cardo takes an Ace of dianonds. Dal e groans.

M KE
He can't play! That's ridicul ous!
No comment on your talents bud, but,
well, this is life or death!

RI CARDO

~ (smug) .
Pick a card. Jus' pick a card.

M KE
Aw f uck.

He grabs an Ace of hearts, slans it on the table.

M KE ( CONT' D)
TITS ! !

DALE
Wll, that's probably a good onen.
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EXT. CAESARS ENTRANCE -

DALE
We shoul d wal k, save the dough.

M KE
We're not wal king to the Wrld Series!
| got six extra bucks.

DALE
4...37.

RI CARDO
2...12.

EXT. BINIONS - CAB - N GHT
M ke pays the cabby:

M KE
Sorry 'bout the tip bud. Getchya
next tine.

| NT. BI Nl ONS POKER ROOM - SI GN UP W NDOW -
M ke signs in. Plunks down $1000. Gets World Series chips.
| NT. SATELLI TE SECTI ON -

HOST
Gane?

M KE
No limt hold em

As the host leads himto a table:

M KE ( CONT' D)
How many entrants so far?

HOST
Around 250. We're gonna cl ose the
satellites pretty soon. The tournanent
starts tonorrow norning.

At the table:

HOST ( CONT' D)
Ok | adi es and gentl enen- -

PLAYER
Who you calling a gentlenman?

WOVAN PLAYER
Who you callin' a lady?
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HOST
That's a full table. Good | uck.

ANOTHER PLAYER
Luck's got nothin' to do with it.
|'"'mthe best player in the country.

M KE
Too bad this is the city.

| NT. SATELLI TE TABLE - LATER
A player stands as the deal er pushes the pot to M ke:

KNOCKED OUT PLAYER
Good | uck everyone.

That | eaves 7. Deal.

| NSERT - M ke's hand: jack, two, off suit.

A coupl e of checks. A player bets $300. Players fold. M ke
}glgpviously up close to a thousand. He calls. The rest
FLOP: jack, two, seven, all spades.

Bettor: $500. M ke raises $300. Bettor pauses. Calls.

4th street: 2.

Bettor checks. M ke goes all in.

DEALER
Bet s 900. He's all in.

The bettor gazes at him Players shake their heads, totally
confused. Finally the bettor calls, shaking his head.

Both players turn over their cards. The bettor of course
has spades in the hole for a flush. Players whistle, agitate
in their chairs, grunble:

PLAYERS
( to thensel ves)
Jack two?! How can he play jack
two?

Ri ver: 8 (nohelp).

The deal er pushes the pot to Mke and his full house. Players
shake their heads, grunble to each other.

Dale calls Mke over to the rail. The dealer throws the
"out" puck at his spot and M ke heads over to Dal e:
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DALE
(pi ssed, whispering)
What the FUCK y' playin' a jack, two
of f suit?!

M KE
| won didn't |? (apologetic)
| know, | know. Heyyyyyyy, don't
WOrryyyyyyyyyy. ..

DALE
Don't worry?! My LIFE depends on
your jack, two off suit!

M KE
Jus' keep easin' the pressure off
i ke that!

DALE
It's a jack, two! | saw sone other

boner plays, like that 7, 3. Your
dunmb luck ain't gonna | ast!

M KE
XK' &K' Fuck. It's not ny main
gane. But thanks for the advice.
It takes a big man to admt a m stake
and, well, | guess you've heard wonen
tal k 'bout ne.

DALE
Fuck you! M whole life is ridin
on you and you're acting |like you're
at a Pink Fl oyd concert!
M KE
(dead serious, finally)
X! Fuck. I'mserious. Stealth

bombi ngs for now on. K?
He turns, but turns back:

M KE ( CONT' D)
But y'guys, | gotta tell ya: this is
a fuckin' blast! You' ve gotta enter
sonetinme. Don't worry--the Bls are
in the air.

| NT. SATELLI TE TABLE - LATER

The best player in the country goes all in. Only MKke faces
hi mand he calls. M ke shows: 3 queens.

The best player boils and grunbles and agitates and finally
CRUMBLES his cards in his big, neaty fists and--
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PLAYERS/ DEALER
HEY! HEY! WATCH | T!

--HURLS them down the felt where they bounce off Mke's chips
and the best player stands kicking his chair to the ground
and stal ks off.

PLAYER
Well, in all ny years of playin
poker 1've NEVER seen that!

M KE
He's the best player in the country
but he's been in a slunmp for 20 years.

The table | aughs. The best player in the country stalks
back and points his fierce, quaking finger at M ke:

BEST PLAYER
YOU LAUGH AT YOUR MOTHER FUCKER! YQU
LAUGH AT YOUR MOTHER!
Pit bosses nove in--

PI T BOSSES
What's your problem sir?!

--but the psycho runbles off.
M ke leans to the lady next to him

M KE
You'll protect nme, won't you?

LADY PLAYER

Y' got the hot hand handsone. Whn't

| ast forever.
| NT. SATELLI TE TABLE - LATER
Only four players remain. Two bet. MKke tosses his cards.
| NT. SATELLI TE TABLE - LATER
The deal er pushes the pot to another player. Another stands,
grabs his cigarette, nods to M ke and the two remai ni ng
pl ayers, and | eaves.
M ke's chi ps: about $6000.
| NT. SATELLI TE TABLE - LATER
Dal e and Ricardo stand at the rail and watch Mke's table.

M ke, the lady and ot her player show
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M KE
Quch!

DEALER
Straight. 7 high

The lady is out, stands.

M KE
(to remai ning pl ayer)
You pl ayed the 2, 3...

PLAYER
(chuckl es)
You be doin' that oll night!

LADY PLAYER
Not lately he hasn't. Good | uck
gent | enen.

M ke tosses in his blind bet. Deal. The player raises 500.
M ke fol ds.

The player tosses in his blind. The dealer shuffles, cuts.
Deal. MKke raises the blind $100. The player raises $300.
M ke fol ds.

The deal er pushes the pot to the player, shuffles, cuts,
deals. The player raises Mke's blind $500. M ke rai ses
$500. The player doesn't hesitate: he goes all in with his
| ast two thousand.

DEALER
He's all in. Fifteen hundred to you
sir.

M ke gazes at the player. He calls, then turns over his cards
to show two jacks. The player |lays down two kings.

Flop: 2, 7, 10. Burn. 4th street: 7. Burn. River: nohelp.
The player's kings hold and the deal er pushes the pot to
him The player lights a cigarette.

Blind, shuffle, cut. Deal. Mke tosses his cards and the
deal er pushes the blind back to the player.

Deal. The player raises the blind $1000. M ke raises $1000.
The player goes all in. Mke matches and they both turn
over their hands, Mke's Aces against the player's pocket

ki ngs.

Dal e and Ricardo junp with excitenent.

Fl op: the player gets a third king.
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Dal e and Ri cardo hang their heads, can barely p
their hands to watch.

Turn: nohel p. Fifth: Ace.

DALE
YES! YES! YES!

He high fives Ricardo as the deal er pushes al
M ke.

| NT. Bl Nl ONS POKER ROOM - -
DALE ( CONT' D)

This is what | say we do: wal k.
Cash in an' wal k.

Rl CARDO
| agree.

DALE
W tal ked about it while you were
pl ayi ng.

M ke shakes hi s head.

DALE ( CONT' D)
M ke! W got 10 thou! Al our
probl ens are sol ved!

M KE
Uh, well, guys, | didn't tell ya
this, I only learned it when
bought in, but--you can't. These
are only Wrld Series chips. Y can't
cash "emin.

DALE
You're fuckin' shittin' mel

M KE
Ask 'em dude. Fuckin' ask 'em The
ship's sailed, we're onit, an' we're
in the mddle of the ocean.

DALE
| don't fuckin' believe this!

M KE
Aren't y'guys even gonna congratul ate
me?

DALE

Yeah yeah how d you ever get ne in
this?
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M KE
Dal e, one word: Dil bertl and.

DALE
Yeah yeah you jus' better get in the
fuckin' noney!

| NT. BI NI ONS KENO SEATS - WEE MORNI NG HOURS

A guard passes by the guys. M ke slunbers between Dal e and
Ri cardo. Dale's |leaning over Mke to Ricardo. H's nouth is
yabbering away, but no sound's coming out. As soon as the
guard | eaves, Dale quits the show and flops back in his chair.

He |l eans to Ricardo again:

DALE
Don't fall asleep on ne! | need you!

RI CARDO (whi spers)
| can't do it anynore...

Dal e |l eaps fromhis chair, shakes Ri cardo:

DALE
Wake up you little Egyptian! Think
of me! | haven't eaten in a day!

M KE

(eyes cl osed)
You could use a few days of fasting.
A few years maybe.

DALE
Shut up! Get sone sl eep!

M ke opens his eyes.

M KE
| can't. I1'mtoo excited. Tell nme a
joke. That'll put nme to sleep.
Ri cardo | aughs.
DALE
Ch you're pretty cocky M. Satellite

W nner!
| NT. BI Nl ONS POKER ROOM - MORNI NG

Hundreds of players m || about, snoke, gab, |augh. The head
of the poker room dressed in a tux, grabs a m crophone at
t he scoreboard.
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POKER ROOM MANAGER
Ladi es and gentlenen may | have your
attention pl eeeeeeese! (he waits)

WIIl all contestants in the no limt hold emtournanent please
take your seats at your tables.

The huge crowd of spectators whoops and appl auds.

POKER ROOM MANAGER ( CONT' D)

Now | adi es and gentl enen, the
t our nanent you've all been waiting
for!/ NOLIMT HOLD EM O as the
great Doyl e Brunson called it: Bl ood,
Sweat and FEARS! This year we have
267 of the best players in the world
conpeting for the first prize noney
of...one mllion...five hundred and
fifty thousand doll ars!

(crowd whoops)
And this year 22 players wll finish
in the noney, the highest nunber of
nmoney finishers we've ever had.
There will be no ante until the final
chanpi onship table. Small blind is
$100. Big blind: $300. And as the
gane is so appropriately named, the
only imt to the bets is the anount
of noney you have in front of you.
This year the tournanment is being
televised to 33 countries. So play
hard, but clean. And always keep
t he proper perspective: it's just a
gane. Did | just say that? If no
one's gonna stop ne from wasting
everyone's time, |I'Il stick nmy own
sock in ny nmouth: | hereby declare
the NO LIMT HOLD EM TOURNAMVENT OPEN
Good luck to all a ya! Now deal those
damm car ds!

The crowd whoops and hollers as the players settle in.
ANGLE- - THE GQUYS:

M KE
Have y' seen Johnny Chan?

DALE
Fuck Johnny Chan! Focus on your
job! How y'feel?

M KE
Heyyyyy, it's jus' another poker
gane.
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Rl CARDO
That our whole |ives depend on.

M KE
Stop saying that! Geesus fuck

M ke finds his seat. Lines up his $10,000 in chips. Looks
around the table at a variety of, to be truthful, rather
aver age | ooki ng people. The dealer slides the "Deal er" puck
to the player to his immediate left. Small and big blinds
throw in their dough

DEALER
Good | uck players.

He deals. First 3 players fold. So does Mke. A few bet.
The dealer rolls the flop. A player bets a grand. Another
raises a grand. Everyone else calls. Mke watches it all.
The turn. More betting, all fast and forceful. Players
fold and the winner tosses in his cards, not show ng.

Deal .
| NSERT- - M ke' s hand: two eights.

A player bets $500. M ke raises $500. Two others hang. The
rest fold. Flop: two spades and another 8. Bet: $1000. M ke
rai ses $2000. One player calls. Turn: 4 of spades. M ke
bets a grand. The other player raises $5000. M ke folds,
knowi ng he's got a spade flush, though the w nner doesn't
show hi s cards.

After two hands M ke's down five grand. Half of his original
ten. He turns to Dale and Ricardo, grins grimy.

M ke tosses in his $300 big blind bet. Deal. Players bet

and rai se. Fast and forceful. No one's foolin'" around here.
M ke tosses in his cards. Watches the hand.

INT. MKE S TABLE - LATER

Dal e and Ri cardo watch with sad sack faces.

There's still ten players at Mke's table. MKke calls on
fifth street, shows two jacks to trip up with one on the

table. Tough shit--he | oses to pocket kings with the third
sitting on fourth street.

As he wat ches the deal er push the pot to the trip kings, we
see he only has about three grand left. And he has to throw
i n anot her blind of $300.

Deal .

| NSERT - M ke's hand: Ace, king, both spades.
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A coupl e of bets, fortunately small: $500. MKke calls. Flop:
two nore spades and a nohel p. Betting reaches $3000. M ke
tosses in his $1500.

M KE
Al in.

The deal er creates two pots separating out Mke's $1500 and
the players', then pushing the rest in another pile. Turn:
Ace di anonds. M ke watches the two other players bet, raise,
re-raise and call. Their noney goes in the bigger pot.

Ri ver: spade. A player goes all in. The other calls. Show
cards--player 1: two pair, kings high. Player 2: jack high
spade flush. M ke: Ace high spade flush. The deal er pushes
the smaller pot to him the bigger to the jack flush. The
guy who went all in stands and nopes away.

M ke gl ances back to Dale and Ricardo. Dale rolls his eyes,
whi stles, like: "close one.”" M ke nods.

I NT. MKE S TABLE - LATER
| NSERT - M ke's hand: two 10s.

There's a 10 on the flop. It's the highest card in the flop.
And an Ace sits on 4th street.

M ke stares at the bettor. The bettor grabs chips, drops
one, grabs it, then throws in $3000. M ke stares hi m down.
He throws in $3000, plus all his chips.

DEALER
Rai ses 45 hundred. He's all in.

The pl ayer hesitates, shakes his head, then tosses his cards.
| NT. POKER ROOM - LATER
M ke huddl es with Dal e and Ri cardo:

DALE (whi speri ng)
He coul da had pocket aces!

M KE
He didn't. | know he didn't.

DALE
How t he hell y' know?!

M KE
| knew man. He was bluffin', an'
| knew. How re y'guys doin'?
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DALE
| haven't eaten or slept in 40 hours!
M KE
Vll | haven't eaten, slept or had a
drink in 40 hours!
Rl CARDO
He coul da had pocket Aces...You went
all in.
M KE

In life every breath can be your
last and in this gane every hand can
be your last. Guys, this ain't
Dilbertland, it's the real thing.

We better get used to it. It's
fuckin' outta sight!

INT. MKE S TABLE - N GHT

As the deal er pushes the pot to Mke and his king high two
pair, a player stands, out, leaving only four. A pit boss
wal ks up:

PI T BOSS
Ok gentlenmen. We're gonna nove you
to another table. Congratul ations.

M ke and the three players collect their chips, follow the
pit boss to another table of six players.

M ke sits. Stacks his chips. Looks around the table. Johnny
Chan hinself sits across fromhim MKke instantly gl ances
away, but then nusters his courage and turns his gaze back

at The Great One, The Yell ow Scourge, The Chi na Express.

Chan doesn't even acknow edge him He's nean, totally
focused, hard, hating this interruption. Al he wants to do
is see the next fucking cards and take everybody's noney.
Chan has about 100 grand in front of him M ke: about 30.

ANGLE - DALE, RI CARDO

DALE
| fuckin' don't believe it. That's
Johnny Chan. ..

RI CARDO
Ch no. ..

DALE

An' | think the other guy with the
hair is Reese.
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Deal .

A player raises the blind $2000. Ohers fold. M ke folds.

Chan tosses in $5000. No. He doesn't "toss." He bonbs.
When Chan pl ays he | eans over the table like he's going to

kill every greasy eneny and eat themw th his won ton soup.

Players fold. Reese calls. Flop: king, jack, nine, off
suit. Reese bets 10 thou. Chan raises 10 thou. Reese
doesn't hesitate but calls imedi ately. 4th street: king.
Reese bets 20 gs. Chan raises 30.

M ke gl ances back to Dale and Ri cardo, naking sure they're
catching this.

DEALER
Rai ses 30 | arge.

Reese smles. Calls. Ri ver: 2

REESE
Check.

Chan goes all in:

DEALER (to Reese)
30 to you sir. He's all in.

Reese sm | es:
REESE
Ch Johnny-boy I'd love to give you
the boot right now (tosses cards)
But y'got it.
The deal er pushes the hunongous pot to Chan.
I NT. MKE S TABLE - LATER
M ke fol ds. Again.
CHAN

Y' a spectator kid or y'gonna play
with us sonetine?

86

M ke sinply shrugs, smles. After the flop he watches Chan

throwin five grand.
I NT. MKE S TABLE - LATER

M ke folds again. Ohers bet. Chan and Reese call.
Everyone's now i gnoring M ke.
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I NT. MKE S TABLE - LATER
Before the fl op Reese bets five gs. Players fold. Mke calls.

CHAN
|'d forgotten you were there kid.

He calls. Flop: three kings. Reese bets another $5000.
M ke calls. Chan folds. Turn: nohelp. Reese |ooks at M ke.
Can't figure himout. Checks.

M KE
Check.

Fifth street: nohelp. Reese bets $5000. Mke calls. M ke

turns over a 10, 3, off suit. The entire table |ooks at him
in shock. Chan actually laughs. Reese flips over a pair of
sevens. He | ooks around the table:

REESE
OCoooweeooooweeoooweeee | think we've
entered the twlight zone.

POKER HOST
Ok players! First sleep break.
Play resunes in five hours.

I NT. BINIONS KENO CHAI RS - LATER

DALE
10, 3?! They were | aughing at you!

M KE
These guys are fuckin' tough.

DALE
Were's Mster Every Breath Can Be
Your Last? M grandma who's dead
could beat a 10, 3! Wiy even wait
"till you lose? I mght as well kil
nysel f right now

M KE
Well that'll clear one debt.

DALE
(to Ricardo)
You're my witness. If | kill myself
this 10, 3 player owes ne four
t housand and it goes to ny Dad.

INT. MKE S TABLE - MORN NG
As Mke sits:
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CHAN
| didn't think you' d even cone back
10, 3.
M ke ignores Chan.
Deal . Bets and folds. M ke folds.
I NT. MKE S TABLE - LATER

M ke folds again on the first two cards as chips fly from
ot her pl ayers.

INT. MKE S TABLE - LATER

A player bets 10 grand. Players fold. Mke calls. Players
notice. Chan calls. Flop: Ace, 10, 7, off suit.

The bettor bets 10 grand. Mke goes all in with a raise of
$5000.

ANGLE - Dal e cl oses his eyes.

Chan calls. The rest fold. Chan shows: pocket 10s. M ke
shows pocket Aces. Turn: jack. Burn. Fifth street: 9.

The deal er pushes the pot to M ke.

CHAN
Good hand ki d.

M KE
Thanks pops.

Chan glares at him then chuckl es.

I NT. MKE S TABLE - LATER

Felt: three spades on the flop, one of which is a king.

Chan | ooks at Mke's chips. He bets 10 thou. Everyone fol ds.
M ke goes all in with his 10 thousand. He |lays down his
cards: Ace, 10, both spades. Chan |ays down cowboys. Turn:
2 (nohelp). Burn. Fifth: 8 No pair. The deal er pushes the
pot to M ke.

Chan wat ches M ke stack his chips, then | ooks away.

I NT. MKE S TABLE - LATER

| NSERT - M ke's hand: 10, 3, off suit.

Players fold. Chan bets 10 thou. Reese calls. M ke raises
10 grand. Chan calls. Reese folds.
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Fl op: Ace, jack, 3, off suit. Chan bets 10 thousand. M ke
mat ches, then goes all in.

DEALER
Rai se... 18 t housand. He's all in.

Chan glares at M ke, but tosses his cards. MKke tosses his
cards, cool as the icy noon of lo. He just bluffed Chan,
but no one wll ever know.

I NT. MKE S TABLE - N GHT

M ke shows Ace, king to match an Ace, king on the board.

DEALER
Two pair, Aces.

He pushes the pot to Mke. A player stands, knocked out by
M ke.

| NT. BI Nl ONS KENO SEATS - NI GHT
Ri cardo snores in a chair.

M KE
"Menber that 18 thou all in?

Nobody's shaved or showered for 2 1/2 days. Nobody's slept.
Nobody' s eat en.

DALE (dead)
Yeah. ..

M KE
| had a 10, 3.

DALE (too tired)
Don't even tell me...

M KE
| bluffed Chan!

DALE
What's food? What's sleep? 1|'d eat
a falafel an' | HATE fal afels...

| NT. BI Nl ONS POKER ROOM - MORNI NG

Hal f the tables are now enpty, would be chanps up in their
roons sl eeping |like babies: sleep for an hour, wake up and
cry for an hour, sleep for an hour, cry for an hour.

M ke, Chan, Reese and another player are |led to another table:



DEAL 90

GABE KAPLAN
Johnny! Chi ppy! You hackers nade it
this far?!

INT. MKE S TABLE - LATER

Now, because three of the world's top players are at one
table, including "M. Kotter," who's also a big poker player,
a TV canmera covers the play.

Deal. A player bets 10 grand. Reese calls. Ohers fold.
M ke calls. Chan raises 10. The player, Reese and M ke al
call. Flop: jack, jack, queen. Bettor bets 10 gs. Reese
folds. Mke calls. Chan | ooks at Mke, stares him down:

CHAN
How nmuch y'got left kid?

M KE
Enough.

Chan counts out his bet:

CHAN
Looks |i ke 'bout 50.

The bettor actually calls.

M KE
Good eye pops...

M ke goes all in wth his 50 thou.

Dal e and Ricardo hold each other desperately for dear,
fractured life.

TV SCREEN - SHOW NG THE TABLE:

TV COMMENTATOR

(British accent, a la

golf tourney, OS.)
The pot has now reached 250, 000,
with one player all in. M. Chan
apparently has decided to try to
elimnate the player fromthe
t our nanent .

Turn: 10. Bettor checks. Chan bets 50 thou. The bettor
calls. Fifth: 10. Bettor bets 50 thou. Chan checks bettor's
chi ps, then raises 25 thousand.

TV COMVENTATOR (O S.) (CONT' D)
And now it appears that M. Chan is
trying to elimnate two players in
t he sanme hand. . .
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The better goes all in with his 25 thou.

Chan's hand: two queens for a full house, queens up. Bettor
shows pocket 10s to make four of a kind. Mke |lays down pocket
] acks.

Dal e and Ricardo JUMP up and down still hol ding each other

DEALER (pushi ng pots)
Four tens...an' four jacks...

TV SCREEN - shots on Chan, his suddenly shrinpy chip towers,
M ke, the bettor, the table.

TV COMVENTATOR (O S.)
Vell M. Chan certainly took an
i njurious pumreling there!

EXPERT COMMENTATOR (O. S.)
Johnny pl ays tough. There's no doubt
he saw the possibility of a player
hol di ng j acks, but took the ganble
that since two players were still in
the jacks were split between 'em an
they were both bettin' their trips
after the flop. The jacks played it
beautifully, soft bettin" even though
he al ready had the four of a kind on
the flop. Man that was a beauti ful
sucker bet.

TV COMMENTATOR (O S.)
Do you recogni ze this young upstart
who just suckered as you say one of
the worl d's greatest players?

EXPERT COMMVENTATOR (O . S.)
Nevah seen the guy, but what play--
he kept Chan in, and kept the 10s,
who, to be honest, shoul da nevah
been in at all. He had to figure at
| east one player had at |east a hole
jack an' his 10s were beat. He jus'
got real lucky on the river when he
shoul dn't even a been playin' the
fl op!

Chan's pissed. He's dism ssed the 10s because he got it on
the river. But he's glaring dowmn at Mke as Mke calmy
stacks his $250, 000.

M KE
Ni ce hand, huh pops?
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Chan nods. Calnms down. Wnks. Everyone in the world knows
Chan's gonna take his tinme then bonb the shit out of M ke.

I NT. MKE S TABLE - AFTERNOON

A player goes all in. Chan and Reese call. Al show The
deal er pushes the pot to Chan. The all-in player stands.

TV SCREEN - Chan's chips: he's making a coneback. The canera
zoons in on his steady hands stacking the win like they're
skinning a lion.

I NT. MKE S TABLE - LATER ( AFTERNOON)

M ke shows a heart flush he caught on the turn. Beating
Chan's three queens and another player's two pair aces high.
The pl ayer stands, bunped, nmutters away. He reaches the
rail and hugs his wife, who's weeping in a handkerchief.

The booted player starts to sob on her shoul der!

HOST
Fifteen m nute break gentl enen.

Most players stand and stretch. M ke and Chan | ock eyes as
M ke stacks his chips. It's a stare down M ke refuses to
| ose.

Then a jacket sticks a m crophone in Mke's face:

TV REPORTER
Can we get your nane sir, for the
Vi ewers?

M KE
M. Vegas.

EXPERT COVMENTATOR
(chuckles, OS.)
|'"d say that's good tax planning..
Chan stands, | eaves.

I NT. BI Nl ONS POKER ROOM - BREAK - AFTERNOON

M KE
If | had the noney 1'd get a fuckin
razor.

DALE
You're gettin' pretty cocky, and
cavalier.

M KE
I"'mstill in the tournanent an' you're

guestionin' ny play?
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DALE
First off, there's other players at
the tabl e besi des Chan--

M KE
Y' know Dal e, you're afraid.
DALE
Now wai t - -
M KE

No. You wait. You're afraid a
W nnin'.

DALE
Fuck you!

M KE
No, fuck you! That's why you're stil
in the office. Al you fuckin
Dilberts |like to hang together for
confort. A bunch a |oser refugees
who | ost the fuckin' war |osers
huddled in their little |ife boat
cubi cl es- -

DALE
Fuck you- -

M KE
No. Fuck you.

Rl CARDO
C non y' guys. ..

DALE
You're still a nine dollar an
hour office boy--

M KE
No! I'"mnot. You fuckin' got it?
I'mnpot. That's your hang up.
An' that's why you're at that Dl bert
rail watchin' while |'mplayin'.
(suddenly smles) Awwwv Daly you're
jus' doin' this to keep nme all riled

for the table.

DALE (dead serious)
Y' get too cocky you're gonna get
shot down.
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M KE (dead seri ous)

Y' guys better know one thing: |'m
not playin' jus' to get in the noney.
|"mplayin' for first place. [|I'm

playin' for the mllion an' a half
fuckin' bucks. Chan's in ny way an'
" mgonna nove 'im Reese's in ny
way an' |'mgonna fuckin' nove H M
Every one of those guys in there are
in ny way an' they're gettin' noved.

I NT. BI NI ONS PCKER ROOM - LATER ( AFTERNOON)

By now there's only seven tables still in play. A couple of
pl ayers at different tables stand, slither away.

TV COMWENTATOR (O S.)
And now a pl ayer each at table five
and at table seven have been
el imnated | eaving sixty-seven..

INT. MKE S TABLE - N GHT

On the felt there's a king and a queen. The remaining three
cards are nohel ps. Chan bets 70 thousand. Chip Reese | ooks
at him Tossing cards:

CH P REESE
Aw Johnny | al ways know when y' got
it.

M ke stares down Chan. Then he counts out 70 grand and | ays
it in the pot.

TV COMVENTATOR (O S.)
And M. Vegas as he calls hinself
doesn't seemto believe M. Chan..

M ke shows pocket queens giving himtrips. Chan |ays down
pocket cowboys.

ANGLE - DALE AND RI CARDO

DALE ( hi ssi ng)
That fucker everyone knew he had
ki ngs.

TV ANNOUNCER (O S.)
That nmust be a devastating loss to
M. Vegas. He still has a bit on
the felt but the | oss may be nore on
the nental |edger.
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EXPERT COMMENTATOR (O. S.)
This ganme is all nental. This young
pl ayer's been playin' sone great
cards but he pushed too hard there
an' it's gotta hurt. An" | tell ya
fromgoin up agai nst these guys
nmyself, pros like these guys in this
tournanent an' at this table can
snmel | weakness |ike sharks.

I NT. MKE S TABLE - LATE N GHT
A player bets 25 thou. Chan raises 50. M ke folds.
I NT. MKE S TABLE - LATE N GHT

M ke calls Reese. They show. The deal er pushes the pot to
Reese.

INT. MKE S TABLE - LATE HOURS

M ke shows agai nst another player. He watches the dealer
push the pot away. Everyone stands for the sleep break.

I NT. BI NI ONS KENO CHAI RS - LATE NI GHT

GUARD
Y' guys gotta go | seen ya heh three
nights in a row

Dal e and M ke shrug, nod to the guy. M ke wakes up Ri cardo.

M KE
C nmon, we're goin' to rock bottom.

I NT. BI NI ONS SLOT MACHI NES -
Wal ki ng ai m essly:

M KE
Y' happy? | |ost the edge.

DALE
Noooooo. .. That doesn't make ne happy.
| want you to win. Not only do our

lives depend on this round, |...you're
right. I don't wanta go back
M KE

An' maybe | was too cocky...
Dal e and Ri cardo nod.

M KE ( CONT' D)
Cool ... There's 39 left...
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INT. MKE S TABLE - MORNI NG
As Mke joins the rest at the table:
DALE (O S.)
At your table there's three with
about 25 thou.
SHOTS OF THE PLAYERS:
MKE (O S.)
| figure Reese and M. Cigar for
about 50.

Rl CARDO (O. S.)
A coupl a guys got about 30.

DALE (O. S.)
An' Chan's back up there at about
150.
MKE (O S.)
An'" |I'mfuckin' low man with 20.
Deal . Fol ds. Bets.
DALE (O. S.)
You' re gonna be the first one they
go after.
M ke fol ds.
MKE (O S.)
| know.

I NT. MKE S TABLE - MORNI NG
Fl op: Ace spades, king spades, king. Three players bet.

DEALER
15 to you.

TV SCREEN - M ke goes all in.

TV ANNOUNCER (O S.)
And now M. Vegas is the second pl ayer
to go all in on this hand.

Dal e and Ricardo can only | ook down at their stinky feet.

Turn: 10 spades. Chan opens wth 50 thousand. Players fold.
One guy goes all in with his 50 thou. The deal er creates

t he second pot while Mke and the other all in player can
only wat ch.
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Fifth: Ace. Everyone's all in but Chan. One player shows a
spade flush, high hole 10. The other shows spades, high
hol e queen. Chan shows a king for kings up full. Mke turns

over pocket Aces for four of a kind. (Hs Aces full on the
fl op woul d have won anyway. )

TV SCREEN - the two all ins crawl away. The big pot to Chan,
the small pot to M ke.

EXPERT COMMVENTATOR (O S.)
Oh that river Ace killed the fl ushesl!

Johnny actually won on the river!

TV COMVENTATOR (O S.)
And that | eaves now just 28 players
left in the tournanent.

| NT. POKER ROOM -

A host escorts four players over to Mke's table, |eaving
only three tables in action. Because of the celebrity

pl ayers, all cameras are now on their table and a huge
audi ence hovers over the rail.

INT. MKE S TABLE - LATE MORNI NG

M ke | ays down a queen, 10 to match a queen, 10 on the board.
There's an Ace on the flop. But the other player sinply
tosses his cards, stands, and takes the boot in the ass.

M ke makes a victory fist under the table to the guys at the
rail.

| NT. MEN S ROOM -
All three at the piss pots:

M KE
220 to be exact.

DALE
| see three guys with |l ess than 75.

That guy with all the gold on his neck has | ess than 25.

RI CARDO
Reese has got 240 exactly. | counted.

DALE
An' Chan's got 310--

Jus' then The China Express hinmself wal ks in and takes the
urinal two down fromM ke. The guys cl am up.
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That guy coul da had Aces up.
M KE
That's what he wanted ne to think.
Chan sm | es, nods.
CHAN
Where you play kid?
M KE
Hol | ywood Park. An' a lotta black
j ack up here.
CHAN
Bl ack jack's all luck. Poker's a
tal ent ganme. You should play poker
exclusively. You' ve got the talent.
Nane's Johnny.
M KE
M ke.
CHAN
See ya out there.
He | eaves.
RI CARDO
VWhat a nice guy!
DALE
That was way cool a 'im
M KE
Are y'guys fuckin' crazy he just
pl ayed a sucker bet! 1've sat across
his fuckin' eyes for three days.
He's the smley hit man. |'mbeatin
that fucker's ass!
TV SCREEN - another table: a player stands, |eaves to |ight
appl ause.
TV COMMENTATOR (O S.)
And now we' ve reached the "down and
dirty' as the locals say out here in
the west. 23 players remain. One
nmore will |eave enpty handed. .
I NT. MKE S TABLE - AFTERNOON
Deal. M ke bets 50 thousand. Players fold. Chan raises
25. Another player calls. Flop: three spades.
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M ke hesitates, then checks. Chan checks. The pl ayer bets
50 thousand. M ke counts the player's chips, raises 75
t housand. Chan tosses his cards staring real steady at M ke.

DEALER
Bunps 75. ..

TV SCREEN - the player goes all in with 75.

EXPERT COVMENTATOR (O S.)
Check raise, man M. Vegas ain't
taki ng no prisoners..

Pl ayers cards: king, 10, both spades. Mke's: Ace, 7, both
spades. The player hangs his head, then stands, not even
waiting to see the dealer finish, as the audience starts a

| ow ovation which grows. Burn, fourth, burn, fifth, and it's
of ficial.

TV COMVENTATOR (O S.)
And there you have it |adies and
gentl emen! M. Vegas has just bunped
nunber 23 and all remaining players
will finish in the noney!
The spectators appl aud.
Dal e and Ri cardo WEEP and HUG and WEEP sone nore.

DALE
YES! YES! YES! YES!' YES!

M ke stands and faces the guys; he holds his fist up for
victory.

I NT. MKE S TABLE - N GHT

Reese | ays down two jacks to trip up on the board. A player
stands and waves to the crowd which applauds him M ke turns
to the guys for the thunbs up and they wave hi m on.

| NT. BI Nl ONS POKER ROOM - NI GHT

A player stands at another table to appl ause.

ANGLE - Dal e and Ricardo whoop it up.

I NT. MKE S TABLE - N GHT

M ke | ays down Ace, king to match on the flop. A player
st ands.
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INT. MKE S TABLE - N GHT

Deal . Chan bets 50. Reese raises 50. M ke raises 50.

Chan calls. Reese calls. Flop: queen, jack, king, off suit.
Chan: 100 grand. Reese calls. Mke: raises 50. Chan raises
50. Reese folds. Mke calls.

TV COMMENTATOR (O S.)
This is certainly the biggest pot of
the tournanent. It has now reached
the starry heights of eight hundred
and fifty thousand dollars...

Turn: jack. Chan counts Mke's chips. Smles. Counts out
hi s bet.

DEALER
150, 000 to you..
M ke studies Chan's eyes. Smles. He goes all in wth
150, 000.
TV COMVENTATOR (O S.)
And now M. Vegas has gone all in
for a pot totaling one mllion one

hundred and fifty thousand doll ars.

M ke | ays down his cards: two queens for queens over. Chan
reluctantly |lays down a king, queen for kings up.

Dal e and Ricardo JUWP. Their eyes bug out. The crowd gasps,
ooooohs and aaaaaaahs. .

EXPERT COMMENTATOR (O S.)

Chhhhh Vegas's got guts he pegged

Chan on the bluff an' put his noney

out there an' now s got him beat on

t he board!
M ke fights a snug smle struggling across his face.
Bur n.
Fifth: Kking.

The air in every lung in the entire roomgets sucked out.
An eerie silence hangs over the casino.

Dal e and Ri cardo CRUMBLE
Then the crowd CHEERS.
TV COMVENTATOR (O S.)

King on the river! The bl oody bl oke
gotta king on the river!
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TV SCREEN - M ke stands. He waves to the cheering crowd.

TABLE - M ke nods to Chan in congratul ations. Chan nods
back.

M KE (to table)
Good | uck gentl enen.

He | eaves the table and faces the crowd who pound himwth a
THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE.

He LEAPS the rail and JUWS into Dale's and Ricardo's arns.
Fans clap himon the back. A girl kisses him

M KE ( CONT' D)
The fucker got it on the river! He
got it on the R VER!
| NT. BI Nl ONS POKER ROOM - SCOREBOARD -

M ke talking with the poker room manager:

M KE
VWhere'd | finish up?
MANAGER
Ei ghteenth. Congratul ati ons M.
Vegas.
DALE/ RI CARDO
How rmuch?

MANAGER
One hundred and ten.

The guys all high five each other, joyous like it's the second
com ng.

M KE
Geat! k. Well, where's the noney?

MANAGER
The prizes are distributed at the
awar ds cerenony Sunday.

QUYS
SUNDAY?!

M KE
But today is Friday...

MANAGER
It's quite an event. Televised live.
Black tie. Geat buffet. Open bar.
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M KE
Sounds great but we would really
i ke the noney now.

MANAGER
It's in the by laws. Can't get around
it.

M ke puts his arm around the manager's shoul ders:

M KE
Ooooooooookayyyyyyyyy, then can you
put us up in a roomuntil then?

MANAGER
Surrrrrrrre. For a noney player the
hotel's yours! W'IlIl do you up right!

M KE
An' a girl each for the three of us?

A suit confronts Mke. He's acconpanied by a Binions official.

SU T
M. Vegas |'mw th the Interna
Revenue Service and we're going to
need your real nanme and you're going
to have to sign this declaration
form..

M KE
Anvwwww f uck. . .

I NT. BINIONS SUI TE - NI GHT

The guys charge in to the nost |avish suite outside of Arabia.
Chanpagne ices in silver buckets. Food steans from buffet
trays. Two waiters stand at attention waiting for orders.

No chi cks though

QUYS

I NT. BINIONS SUI TE - LAVI SH SAUNA/ SHOVNER - LATER

The guys all pig out on plates in their hands in the sauna,
soaki ng up the beautiful steany shower...

M KE
| spit in his kung pao chicken
Ri ver card...| knew he was bluffin
an' | called "iman' y'know what |

saw guys: fear in his eyes.

CLOSI NG CREDI TS OVER THE FOLLOW NG
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$100 BLACK JACK TABLE -

Cards are dealt.

st ayi ng.

DALE (O S.)
So this happened a coupla years ago
when we were hacker players an' still
had DAY jobs. It was a big weekend,
Super Bowl or New Years or sonething,
and we just couldn't get a room
anywhere except at this place called
t he Casabl anca wayyyyyy out by Nellis
Air Force base. Anyway, in the
nmorning we're drivin' back to Vegas
an' we're passing the Air Force base
and M ke here goes: "Hey! Let's go
check out the Air Force base! [|'ve
never seen one before!"™ So we drive
over and at the gate there's a |ane
next to the booth where the MP sits
and there's another lane farther to
the side, for tanks or sonething, |
don't know. An' Mke goes: "Hurry!
Hurry! Take that one! W don't wanta
talk to this guy!™ So we're drivin
past the guy in the booth and he's
wavi ng at us, waving frantically and
M ke here is waving back "Hiitiiiiii"
playin' like he's a dunb tourist or
sonething. And we get on the base.
So now we're on the base and drivin
around and we're not on the base
more' n TWO m nutes when | see lights
inny mrror an' it's an MP in an MP
car tellin' us to pull over. So |
pull over. And if you haven't noticed
by now just sittin' at the table for
the last hour or so, Mke's a big
drinker. And it's 'bout 10 am so
he's had a few an' he's got one of
t hose big 40 ounce Budwei sers in his
hand. So | pull over. He screws on
the top to the Budwei ser, stashes it
under the seat and |leans into ne an'
says: "Don't worry, 1'Il handle this."
So he gets outta the car an' starts
to walk to the MP and the MP draws
his gun. An' the MP s got the gun
pointed at Mke and his hand is
gquaking and his trigger finger's
shakin' and the MP shouts: "Wat |
NEED you to do sir is get back in

( MORE)
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The cl anking of slot machines in the
background. Hands pl aci ng BLACK and WHI TE chi p bets,

passi ng,
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DALE (O S.) (CONT' D)

the car!™ An' Mke right away shouts
back: "YOU RE NEEDS?! WHAT ABOUT WY
NEEDS?! "

ESTHER (O S.)
Dale..? Mke..? Ricardo..? |Is that
you?

DALE (O.S.)
Ch ny gawd Esther! Esther Yank!

ESTHER (O. S.)
Ch ny gawd!!'!

DALE (O.S.)
It's been years!

ESTHER (O. S.)
These are ny daughters! M nny and
Debbi e!

MKE (O S.)
Way hello M nny, helloooo Debbie..

THE END
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